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Meet the athletes
selected to represent
Team GB at the Winter
Olympic Games in
Pyeongchang, and get
ready for #CurlFest

New rules debated
at WCF conference,
and curlers put their
skills on show at
Talent I.D. Day

CLUBS & RINKS

Stranraer curlers win big at local awards, and schoolkids
from Edinburgh get to grips with The Roaring Game
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CLUBS & RINKSCLUBS & RINKS
SUMMER CURLING FOR
EDINBURGH SCHOOLKIDS
This summer, several local schools invited Edinburgh Curling to join
their Wellness programmes. Wellness weeks introduce students to new
activities and sports and are a great opportunity to bring curling out into
the community.

Edinburgh Curling School coach Graeme Maguire ran sessions in one secondary and
three primary schools. Each session started with a short 2-minute film covering the basics
of the sport. After chatting with students and showing a few photos of local curlers
in action, the kids headed to the mats. It’s fair to say they caught on very quickly and
showed fantastic enthusiasm.
Many of the sessions ran all day, with groups of 6-10 students trying out the sport for
20-minute blocks.
Of course, the ice was melted, but luckily the New Age Kurling Kits work brilliantly on
gym floors. They’re an invaluable way to bring the game to the students in the off-season.
The feedback’s been extremely positive, as teacher Sue Russell of Canal View Primary
School explains,

“

“

PHOTO AND REPORT: EVIE CHAMBERLAIN

The children had a great time at curling. I think very few of them had any
idea of what was involved beforehand so it has been brilliant for them to
experience some new things.

The schools visited included Canal View Primary School, Leith Walk Primary School, Blackhall Primary School, and Preston Lodge High School.
We’re looking forward to welcoming some new young curlers into the rink this season.

STRANRAER CURLERS
HONOURED AT LOCAL AWARDS
Wigtownshire Sports Council held their Annual Sporting Personality Awards at
Wigtown Town Hall on Friday, 31st March, 2017. Local athletes and Sports Clubs
were recognised for outstanding achievements in 2016. Local curlers picked
up the main ‘Personality Awards’ with other volunteers and curlers receiving
recognition for outstanding service and progression in the sport.
WIGTOWNSHIRE SENIOR FEMALE SPORTS PERSONALITY JOINT WINNERS:
Christine Cannon, Wigtown Curling Club and Naomi Brown, Stoneykirk Curling Club.
WIGTOWNSHIRE SENIOR MALE SPORTS PERSONALITY JOINT WINNERS:
Bobby Lammie, Leswalt Curling Club, and Gregor Cannon, Wigtown Curling Club.
Bill Scott, Penninghame Curling Club, was recognised for his Service to Sport. Bill has held office
roles at Club and Province level over many years and more recently was Chairperson of Stranraer
Coaching & Development Association. Bill stands down this year after a number of years as Secretary to the
Association.
Douglas Dewar, Stranraer Wheelchair Curling Club, was runner up in the Disabled
Sportsperson of the Year category, for his achievements in wheelchair curling, as both a
player and official of the club.
WIGTOWNSHIRE SPORTS CLUB OF THE YEAR:
Stranraer Ice Rink Curling Club for their efficient and effective coaching
programme over the years in Junior and Adult categories; resulting in eleven
Stranraer Ice Rink curlers winning World and National Gold Medals in 2016, with
an impressive three individuals becoming World Champions.
REPORT: BRIAN PARK
PHOTOS FROM TOP:
CHRISTINE AND GREGOR CANNON © RCCC / TOM BRYDONE
NAOMI BROWN © RCCC / BRIAN BATTENSBY 2017
BOBBY LAMMIE JOINT WINNER OF SENIOR MALE PERSONALITY
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Summer Camp 2017 was a hugely successful event. We had 47 young athletes from across Scotland enjoying
some top class coaching from star names including Sophie Jackson and Bruce Mouat.

The youngsters took part in hill walking, climbing and rounders; as well as on ice sessions, of course! Thursday evening was the
highlight of the week for many as 12 performance athletes joined us, teaming up with the campers to compete in five 1 end games in a
bonspiel format. The feedback’s been amazing, here’s just a taste of some of the comments:

“

I like the coaches as they
were fun & supportive.

“

RCCC SUMMER CAMP

They took time out of their days
to help us perfect our slides

“

“
“

I loved the training from the pros
and the social aspect

“

The coaches were AMAZING
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FEATURESFEATURES

A WARM WELCOME TO THE NEW SEASON

The summer months are such a busy time for us here at the Royal Caledonian Curling Club, with reporting on the season past
and planning for the exciting year ahead taking up most of our time. Of course we have the Olympic and Paralympic Games to
look forward to in February, and there’s lots of extra work to be done to capitalise on the increased interest while the nation’s
gripped by curling.

In 2017-18 new participants will be targeted through the TryCurling programme; with sessions on offer in every ice rink. Some rinks have already
run their first sessions whilst others will have TryCurling on offer throughout the season with peak numbers around the Olympics and Paralympics in
February. If every member invited a few friends or colleagues to TryCurling, we’d be delighted.
We’ll be promoting a new initiative; CurlFest, which will be run in October with our charity partners Cash 4 Kids. This will provide a fantastic
opportunity for communities to experience curling at their local rink. We’re hoping lots of them will enjoy it so much, they’ll return to a TryCurling session
in future. The ultimate aim, as always, is to attract new people to play or join a local club.
August saw the opening of the National Curling Academy at The Peak Sports Centre in Stirling, a project that’s taken more than fifteen years from
concept to completion. It’s been achieved thanks to support from Stirling Council and National Lottery funding from sportscotland. The facility houses a
four sheet ice hall, accessed through the main entrance to The Peak. Our performance programme training is based there; it’s a fantastic, dynamic venue
which we are delighted to have. We look forward to making full use of this wonderful new space for athletes and club curlers alike.
Planning for the World Junior Curling Championships in Curl Aberdeen this coming March 3rd – 9th is well underway, with an experienced local
organising committee. We’ll advise members when tickets go on sale and are very much looking forward to seeing the best young curlers in the world
coming to Scotland.

BRUCE CRAWFORD, CEO OF RCCC

WCF CONGRESS REPORT

The Annual Congress of the World Curling Federation took place
September 14th – 17th, in Bled, Slovenia. Scotland’s nominated
representatives (Bill Duncan, Bob Kelly, Susan Kesley and Bruce
Crawford) attended the three days of meetings and actively
participated in the discussions.
They debated the proposed changes with 140 delegates from all over the
world, including the new nations of Afghanistan, Kyrgyzstan, Portugal and
Saudi Arabia. The RCCC was also represented by Willie Nicoll from the WCF
Governance Commission. David Murdoch from the Athletes Commission
and the RCCC President Jim Cullen, along with his wife Liz, attended as
observers. The outcomes from the decisions that were made at the WCF
Congress and AGM can be seen on their website.

CLICK HERE TO SEE OUTCOMES OF THE REPORT >>
PHOTO: BILL DUNCAN, BOB KELLY, SUSAN KESLEY
AND BRUCE CRAWFORD

TALENT ID DAY AT THE PEAK

We partnered with British Curling and Scottish Disability Sport this September,
for a very successful Curling Talent ID Day. The athletes loved the fresh new
surroundings of the National Curling Academy.

The purpose was to find active athletes from other sports who were looking for a new challenge,
with everyone involved enjoying a presentation from Sheila Swan, Head coach of the British
Wheelchair Paralympic Team. This covered the aim of the game and various adaptations available,
as well as the programme pathway to the Paralympics. This was followed by some expert coaching
from Sheila and Tom Killin, Assistant Coach to the British Team. Every athlete was able to achieve
success, with Sheila’s creative thinking coming up with solutions where
required to help people achieve. Some athletes were wrapped up warmly for
their on ice session whilst others were keen to show how well they could cope
with the cold! Sheila Swan was delighted with the commitment and progress
shown in just a short time and is even looking to work with some of the
athletes in the future. With the Winter Paralympics fast approaching, it’s hoped
there will be a surge in interest in wheelchair curling, from grass roots level to
those with the potential to progress to the very top.
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Simply click on the dates for more information.
29th September – 1st October
ASHAM UNDER 21 SLAM – KINROSS
JUNIOR CLASSIC
Kinross Curling

6th – 8th October
SCOTTISH CURLING SENIOR MIXED
CHAMPIONSHIP
Stranraer Ice Rink, Stranraer

6th – 8th October
GOLDLINE SCOTTISH CURLING TOUR
DUMFRIES OPEN
Dumfries Ice Bowl
7th October
ASHAM UNDER 14 SLAM
– INTU BRAEHEAD
Braehead Curling, Glasgow
7th – 14th October
WORLD MIXED CURLING
CHAMPIONSHIP
Champery, Switzerland

T-

OCT

8th – 15th October
#CURLFEST
Various Venues

12th – 15th October
SCOTTISH CURLING MIXED DOUBLES
CHAMPIONSHIP
Curl Aberdeen, Aberdeen
14th – 15th October
ASHAM UNDER 17 SLAM
– THE STEVENSON TROPHY
Lockerbie Ice Rink, Lockerbie
17th – 20th October
STIRLING WHEELCHAIR
INTERNATIONAL
The Peak, Stirling

28th – 29th October
ASHAM UNDER 17 SLAM
Lanarkshire Ice Rink, Hamilton

DO YOU WANT TO BE PART OF THE NEXT YOUR CURLER?

Complete our online form by...

OCTOBER 18TH 2017

Visit the RCCC website or click >>
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BRITISH OLYMPIC CURLING TEAM SELECTIONS

One of the biggest stories of the summer is, of course, the announcement of the athletes selected to represent Team GB at the
Winter Olympic Games in Pyeongchang, in February. Team Scotland earned Team GB’s places for both the men’s and women’s
events. The athletes have been training together in the new National Curling Academy in Stirling and have competed in two
early season competitions in Canada.
The selectors from British Curling followed a selection policy and process that had been published on the British Curling website.
It detailed the nine criteria that could be used in comparing the teams who applied and this included world ranking and results.
Team Muirhead had a clear lead in the women’s world rankings; meeting the automatic selection criteria.
For the men, the decision was more complex. Three teams were considered; with Team Smith the eventual choice. In 2017 Team Smith became the first
British men’s team ever to reach a Grand Slam final (in Cranbrook, Canada). They had the highest world ranking at the start of the Olympic season.
They had a strong record against likely opponents in South Korea.

The British Men’s Team comprises:

Kyle Smith (Skip), St Martins Curling Club, Perth
Kyle Waddell, Hamilton and Thornhill Curling Club, Hamilton
Thomas Muirhead, Dunkeld Curling Club Blair Atholl/Perth
Cammy Smith, St Martins Curling Club, Perth
Glen Muirhead (Alternate), Dunkeld Curling Club Blair Atholl/Perth

The British Women’s Team comprises:

Eve Muirhead (Skip), Dunkeld Curling Club, Blair Atholl/Perth
Anna Sloan, Lockerbie Curling Club, Lockerbie
Vicki Adams, Stranraer Curling Club, Stranraer
Lauren Gray, Balfron Curling Club, Glasgow/Braehead
Kelly Schafer (Alternate), Dun Curling Club, Forfar.
Norway, Sweden, China and Japan have all chosen their Olympic
teams; others will be making their selection closer to the games.
The selection of the British wheelchair athletes to represent Paralympics
GB will be made in October and follows a policy detailed
on the British Curling website.
We send all of the selected teams our best wishes and good luck,
as the preparations build towards February 2018.

GREENACRES

Reaching the Junior Women’s final in the first
Slam event of the season were Team Davie
(Stirling) and Team Farmer (Kinross) who both qualified
from the same section and won their respective semi-finals.
In their round-robin meeting, Team Davie won 4-3 in a very
tight affair.

The final was another close battle in which Team Davie dominated
the middle ends. Team Farmer played a great seventh end to score 3
with come around draws from Katie McMillan and Kirstin Bousie, and a
four foot draw from skip Beth Farmer. With the score level, Team Davie
played a solid last end to score 2 and win 7-5. As part of the incentive
system funded by RCCC Academy and Foxglide, Team Davie will now go
to Copenhagen to play in a Nordic Junior Curling Tour (NJCT) event.
In the Junior Men’s final, Team Whyte (Dumfries) and Team Baird
(Murrayfield) met each other, both having qualified top of their sections
and winning their semi-final encounters.
After a tight first three ends in the final, Team Baird took 4 in the
fourth end to lead 5-2. Team Whyte fought back and didn’t give many
opportunities after that. With a steal in the eighth end to level the score,
Team Whyte also stole the extra end to win.

DO YOU WANT TO BE PART OF THE NEXT YOUR CURLER?

Complete our online
form by...

OCTOBER 18TH 2017

Visit the RCCC website or click >>

FROM L-R – GLEN MUIRHEAD, LAUREN GRAY, CAMMY SMITH, VICKI ADAMS,
KYLE WADDELL, ANNA SLOAN, THOMAS MUIRHEAD, EVE MUIRHEAD,
KYLE SMITH ( KELLY SCHAFER, NOT PICTURED)
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COACHING AND DEVELOPMENT
CONFERENCE
Our second Coaching and Development Conference took
place at Hamilton Ice Rink on Sunday September 24th. We were delighted
with the 100% turnout for the fully booked event and the feedback from
everyone who attended has been so positive.

RCCC Director Hugh Templeton opened the day’s proceedings by highlighting the
‘golden ticket’ opportunity presented by the Winter Olympic and Paralympic Games, and the
importance of working together to achieve a strong legacy.
Development staff Judith McCleary, Ailidh Hood and Helen Kallow presented sessions on Try
Curling, and Inclusion Awareness. Fiona Harfield launched the Ready, Steady, Curl course; which
pilots in November. It’s aimed at people who want to get involved as curling helpers during coaching
sessions.
Guest speakers Anthony Drew and John Ross from Kinross-shire Cricket Club (KCC) gave a talk entitled
‘What if no-one turns up?’ It might seem an ominous title, but it details the highly entertaining and
insightful story of Kinross-shire cricket club and how a group of parents, with no experience of running a
sports club, created “The best cricket club in the world”, as dubbed in The Scotsman Newspaper.
From the verge of collapse the club became an international sensation only to be hit by a massive
setback, yet again, which meant they had to rebuild for a second time in 5 years. It was a full and frank
look at club life covering the ups and downs over a 15 year period. Attendees have told us they found this
section ‘very inspirational’.
International players Bruce Mouat and Judith McCleary who have represented Scotland for the last
six years in separate teams at the World Mixed Doubles Championships gave a joint presentation on ‘An
insight into Mixed Doubles’.
The afternoon sessions on ice were organised by Scottish and British Curling Head Coach Tony Zumack and
RCCC Disability Officer Helen Kallow. Participants were split into four groups and spent a couple of hours
looking at fault analysis and correction and disability modules split between Vision Impaired Curling and
Wheelchair Curling. They were given the opportunity to wear glasses that simulated vision impairments
and the opportunity to use stick delivery in wheelchairs.
RCCC CEO Bruce Crawford rounded up the day, reflecting on the key learnings from the conference and
thanked everyone for making it a very successful day.

INCLUSIVE CURLING NEWS DEAF-FRIENDLY
The recent Coaching and Development conference really
CURLING
highlighted
a huge interest in more inclusive methods of curling, with the
focus being on ‘ability, and not disability’.
We have a number of courses available this season:
INTRODUCTION TO WHEELCHAIR CURLING
OCTOBER 5TH BRAEHEAD
This is for coaches new to wheelchair curling

Our Disability Officer Helen Kallow is also working on
developing a set of resources for Deaf-Friendly curling,
including some new British Sign Language signs.
If anyone is interested in being part of this development work,
please contact Helen directly at
helen@royalcaledoniancurlingclub.org

CURLING WITH VISION IMPAIRED CURLERS COURSE
21ST OCTOBER, THE PEAK, STIRLING
ADVANCED WHEELCHAIR CURLING COURSE
9TH NOVEMBER, BRAEHEAD
For those with previous experience
of coaching wheelchair curling
DISABILITY INCLUSION TRAINING (CURLING SPECIFIC)
13TH NOVEMBER 6-9PM DUNDEE
(applications open start of October)
TO FIND OUT MORE INFORMATION CLICK HERE >>

ABOVE: VISION IMPAIRED CURLING AT CONFERENCE
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STAFFING
NEWS
This summer has seen a number of changes in personnel, here
at the RCCC.

Tweet of the Month...

We’ve said farewell to Kirsten Brown (Marketing), Aline Hardie
(Competitions), Laura Barr (Administration) and Susan Murrin (Events). We
send them all our very best wishes for their next adventures.
We welcome Elaine Mills (Administration), Pamela Graham (Marketing
p/t), Emma Lynch (Events p/t) and Eoin McCrossan (Competitions).
A full staff list can be found on the website, alongside a brief description
of each person’s role.

CLICK HERE FOR STAFF LIST >>

DO YOU WANT TO BE PART OF THE NEXT YOUR CURLER?

Complete our online form by...

OCTOBER 18TH 2017

Visit the RCCC website or click >>

For more like this, follow @sportscotland

GOLDLINE SCOTTISH
CURLING TOUR
- BRAEHEAD OPEN
The first Tour event of the season kicked off at intu Braehead last
weekend (22nd – 24th September) with women’s teams, men’s teams and
mixed teams all in contention.

The semi-finals saw Team Bryce overcome Team Woolston (England) and Team Hare
bypass Team Marshall. The final was really gripping viewing; with both teams using an
aggressive style. Scores of ones and twos in the first few ends led the game to be tied
3-3 after five ends. Team Hare took a 2 in the 6th, however Team Bryce piled on the
pressure by taking 3 in the seventh.
Lots of stones in play made for an exciting final end, and Hare was left with a
challenging double takeout for the win, but the angles didn’t go in their favour, leaving
Team Bryce the 2017 Braehead Open champions.

RCCC ACADEMY EVENTS
The National Curling Academy hosted the 2017-18 RCCC Academy athletes
for their first training day in August. 30 athletes, along with RCCC coaches,
received coaching on technical and sweeping models from Tony Zummack,
British Curling Head of Coaching, and Lindsay Thomson, British Curling
Physiotherapist. They then got the chance to put everything they’d learned
into practice.

Ten Academy teams had a grand day out in Mugdock Country Park, at a team building
exercise this September. Outdoor Adventures Scotland really put them through their paces;
in the glorious late summer sunshine. It’s clear the young athletes pictured are thoroughly
enjoying themselves!
‘Understanding Talent’ was the focus of our final summer workshop. Athletes, parents
and coaches heard a motivating presentation by Tony Stanger of Stanger Pro. This centred
on how to help athletes reach and maximise their potential.
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CURLFEST:
GET INVOLVED!
We’re excited to be rolling out a new campaign across the
country this month: CurlFest.

We already know these special events will be a fantastic opportunity
for everyone to get involved in curling; and it’s hoped it’ll also hook
some new recruits.
Rinks up and down Scotland are looking forward to opening their
doors to the whole community, allowing everyone to have a taste of the sport in an
inclusive, welcoming and vibrant atmosphere.
The aim is to boost attendees to Try Curling sessions in future.
We’ve partnered with Cash for Kids, a long established charity doing some
wonderful work to support children across Scotland.
Each CurlFest event will be unique; involving everything from face painting,
cake and most importantly, a whole lot of fun!

FIND OUT MORE ABOUT WHAT’S ON IN YOUR AREA >>

DO YOU WANT TO BE PART OF THE NEXT YOUR CURLER?
Complete our online form by...

OCTOBER 18TH 2017

Visit the RCCC website or click >>

North West Castle
- Stranraer Ice Rink 2017-18 CURLING WEEKENDS
from

ONLY £150

per person

FULL BOARD

Rate includes 2 Nights DBB, 2 Buffet Lunches
and a minimum of 3 games of curling!
Famous Grouse
Berkmann Wine
Courvoisier FULL
Prize Weekend
Black Bottle
Grants
Glenfiddich FULL
Beefeater LIMITED SPACE
Tennent Caledonian
Teachers LIMITED SPACE

13 - 15 October 2017
27 - 29 October 2017
3 - 5 November 2017
5-7 January 2018
12 - 14 January 2018
26 - 28 January 2018
2 - 4 February 2018
9 - 11 February 2018
23 - 25 February 2018
2 - 4 March 2018

To Book, please contact:
t: 01776 704 413 | e: hotel@northwestcastle.co.uk
Rate based on 2 people sharing a classic room
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UMPIRING REFRESHER DAY 2017
A great turnout of 46 Umpires attended the 8thAnnual
Refresher Day at Lanarkshire Ice Rink recently, along
with Umpiring Convenor Graham Lindsay, RCCC Head of
Development Judith McCleary and top International Ice
Technician Mark Callan.

Graham opened with a review of the activities of the Umpiring
Committee over the year along with the number of competitions both at
home and abroad at which RCCC umpires had officiated.
Graham then introduced Fiona Harfield, the new RCCC Workforce
Development Manager who explained her role. Fiona has come from the
world of Hockey so already has a good idea of sport development.
Judith McCleary then gave a tribute to Alan Stephen who is retiring
after many years in charge of IT for all aspects of Umpiring. This was
all done on a voluntary basis and helped us to keep up to date with
changes in technology. He will be a hard act to follow, however Judith
announced that Eoin McCrossan has been appointed to IT Support and
also Competitions Co-ordinator for RCCC.
Alan Stanfield then covered a number of off-ice developments that had
taken place during the season as well as future ones planned, including
a website based Umpiring Toolbox to support umpires of all levels in
fulfilling commitments.
Alan then went on to highlight the proposed rules changes that were being discussed at
the WCF Congress taking place the same weekend.
This led on to Mark Callan giving a very interesting insight into what is involved in being
an Ice Technician at a major competition, from installing the ice (usually 5-7 days prior to
an event), marking the sheets, including multiple logos, preparing the ice for play, then
the on-going maintenance and prep during the competition. Mark emphasised that for a
competition to run smoothly good communication between the Ice crew and Umpires was
essential, and this was something he always tried to establish early on at an event.
Splitting into small groups those present looked at a number of videos and written
scenarios considering the relevant rules and how they were applied. As usual they
provoked plenty of discussion points!
The morning concluded with Harold Forrester explaining the new procedure on ‘Time
Clock –Team Low on Time’, before Robin Turner gave a summary of his first-hand experience
of 1-2-1 CU feedback.
After lunch an exercise on ranking from last season’s Glynhill Ladies International proved
a good test of which rules needed to be used to decide who played in each of the play-off
games.
The afternoon then moved out on to the ice where everyone had the chance to practice
their measuring skills, and also to work with the laser measures and the Curl Distance app,
something which some Umpires had started using the previous season.
There was also some more scenarios to consider as well as an Anti-doping quiz which
proved very popular, with some groups managing a perfect 10 out of 10 score!
The day could not finish without the result of the traditional caption competition
which this year was won by Gordon Whitelaw with RCCC Vice -President Graham Lindsay
presenting the prize.
Graham then summed up another very successful day with a vote of thanks and wished
everyone a good season both on and off the ice.
ARTICLE & PHOTOS: DAVID IMLAY
RCCC HEAD OF DEVELOPMENT JUDITH MCCLEARY ICE TECHNICIAN
MARK CALLAN, TALKING TO GROUPS
GROUP OF UMPIRES DEMONSTRATING THEIR ‘PERFECT 10’ SCORE LSD PRACTICE

DO YOU WANT TO BE PART OF THE NEXT YOUR CURLER?
Complete our online form by...

OCTOBER 18TH 2017

Visit the RCCC website or click >>

