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PENICUIK
CURLING CLUB
Records show that curling has been played on the ponds in
Penicuik Estate since the late 17th century, and with such a
documented history it is accepted that the club is one of the
oldest curling clubs in the world. Penicuik Curling Club was
constituted on 20 January 1815.

The club was highly influential in the early development of the sport.
Three of its members, most noteworthy Dr John Renton, were instrumental
in forming the Grand Caledonian Curling Club, the forerunner of the Royal
Caledonian Curling Club, in 1838. On 15th January 1847 the club hosted
the first Grand Match, on the High Pond in Penicuik Estate, probably the
first time any sport, anywhere, had organised a national competition. Over
300 curlers from all over Scotland braved winter conditions to travel to
Penicuik for this historic event, the forerunner of the TV spectaculars now
enjoyed by millions.
The Club celebrates its Bicentenary in 2015 and the club has been
working hard to ensure the occasion is properly recognised.
The handwritten minutes of the club’s first two hundred years have been
reproduced in digital form, and the original records will be donated to the
National Library. A fascinating book of the club’s history, “Curling through
Two Hundred Years of the Penicuik Curling Club”, by local author Colin
Whittemore, is now available, price £16, from Jim Cowper (01968 673538)
or Ronnie Hope (01968 677057).
The main event of the year, the Bicentenary Bonspiel, will be held on 24th
January 2015 at Murrayfield Ice Rink. Twenty guest rinks, including one each
from Denmark and Sweden, will join eight Penicuik rinks for a day’s curling;
112 curlers doing battle! In the evening, all players, friends and guests are

Report and photo courtesy of Jim Cowper

invited at the club’s expense to the Bicentenary Bonspiel Dinner at
the Edinburgh Capital Hotel for a night of celebration; 150 curlers
doing other things! The year will be brought to a close on 24th April
in the Peebles Hydro Hotel at the Bicentenary Club Dinner; a night
to remember the past and look forward to the future.
To raise funds for this unique occasion, and to provide a legacy for
the future of the sport in Penicuik, the Club Patron, Sir Robert Clerk
Bt., has kindly permitted limited edition, high quality prints of the
historic painting of the first Grand Match by Jemima Wedderburn
to be reproduced and offered for sale. The club has set up a special
web-site at www.grandmatchpainting.com which explains the
background to the painting and where prints can be bought online. Penicuik Curling Club enters its third century in good spirits
with around fifty playing members who enjoy their social activities
almost as much as their curling!

SCOTTISH CENTRAL CURLING PROVINCE
The 150th anniversary of
what is believed to be the
oldest curling Province in
the World, Scottish Central
Province, was celebrated by a
Bonspiel at the Peak Ice Rink
on 1 October, followed by a
dinner at the Stirling Court
Hotel at Stirling University on
17 October.

The Province was affiliated to the
Report and photos courtesy of Graham Russell
Royal Caledonian Curling Club in
1864 and there are currently 7 clubs
- Airthrey Castle; Blair Drummond; Bridge of Allan; Callander & Trossachs; Doune; Dunblane and Keir – which have all been instituted for over 100
years. Doune (1732) is the oldest and Keir (1895) the youngest.
All the clubs had teams playing in the Anniversary Bonspiel against clubs representing West Lothian, Stirlingshire, Forth and Endrick, and
Dunbartonshire provinces as well as Stirling Young Curlers and Stirling Virtual Club. A total of 24 teams took part.
A Civic Reception was held during the interval where Stirling Provost, Mike Robbins, came along to welcome the guests. Each participant was
given a commemorative SCP 150th Anniversary Badge.
The winning Province team (Keir 2) and the winning invited team (Stirling Virtual) were presented with their prizes at the Dinner attended by
over 70 curlers and guests.
RCCC President David Henderson proposed the toast to the Province, noting the centuries old tradition of curling in Scotland and congratulating
the Province on its achievements. In reply, David McFarlane, President of the Province, gave a brief outline of the Province’s history and noted the
many magnificent trophies associated with the Province which are still contested today. He welcomed the attendance of all Province clubs and
clubs with whom the Province has had long standing associations and hoped these would continue.
Guest speaker, Jane Brown, rounded off a memorable evening with hilarious tales from her involvement with speaking to Burn’s clubs across the
world. Jane is immediate Past President of The Robert Burns World Federation and has visited Canada, Australia and Russia among other places,
clocking up over 80,000 miles in the process. She also manages the Globe Inn in Dumfries which Burns frequented.
The evening concluded with a raffle and presentation of bouquets to Jane Brown and the ladies who had helped with the organising of the event
and to the office bearers, David McFarlane (President), Bill Strang (Secretary) and Graham Russell (Treasurer) who each received a personalised
glass trophy for their part in making the anniversary such a success.
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STRATHENDRICK CURLING CLUB

Report by David Bird. Photo by Caroline Watson

19th October marked the occasion when 5 curling clubs from around Scotland got together to compete for the Balyarrow
trophy. All 5 clubs had previously celebrated their 150th anniversary of affiliation to the Royal Caledonian Curling Club in
1996 and had, on the suggestion of Strathendrick Curling Club, gathered at Perth ice rink to participate in a bonspiel.

The Balyarrow Curling Club was started in 1724 and was a thriving club in Fife up until it disbanded in 1940. Like many such clubs it relied on
outdoor ice and made use of local curling ponds.
Ian Turnbull, a past president of the RCCC, decided to retain the name of this ancient club by commissioning a trophy incorporating some of
the medals won by the club over the years. The trophy is a distinct design with 5 sides to reflect the 5 clubs, Bridge of Weir, Strathendrick, Falkland,
Haddington and St.Andrews who were to play for it every 3 years.
This was the 7th occasion of competing for the trophy with the competition taking the format of a bonspiel. Over the years this has been
relatively evenly spread, however, on this occasion the bonspiel was won by Haddington by a slender margin over Bridge of Weir, so the likelihood
will be that the venue will revert to Murrayfield Ice Rink in 3 years time. The day was organised by Bridge of Weir, previous winners, and held at the
Greenacres Ice Rink.

MORAY PROVINCE
It was a great night for curling at this year’s annual
SportMoray’s Awards which took place at Moray College on
Tuesday 25th November.

Altogether the sport received 3 nominations and 3 awards, with Campbell
Ross being awarded the coach of the year award, Daniella Holder winning
the special achievement award and Jim Gault and Gregor Ewan taking
home the Veteran Sports Athlete award. Gregor and Jim were unable to
be present to collect their awards as they are currently away on a tour of
North America, and so their wives Christine and Una accepted the awards
in their absence. Congratulations to all of the winners and thank you to all
at SportMoray for a super evening.

Report and photo courtesy of Sandra MacIver

BANK OF SCOTLAND (HIGHLANDS)
CURLING CLUB

The 46th Bank of Scotland Annual Bonspiel was held in
Perth on Saturday 8th November. Curlers representing Bank
of Scotland’s Edinburgh, Fife, Glasgow and Highland clubs
enjoyed the Perth ice and catching up with old friends at the
evening dinner.

Report and photo courtesy of Alastair Maltman

Inspired by Glasgow’s Commonwealth Games success, rinks adopted a
member of the Commonwealth to add some fun and colour to the day.
The Commonwealth obviously has some curling ‘royalty’, but it was decided
to go for the obscure to spread the joy. This was probably the first (and
only) time that rinks representing Antigua and Barbuda, Kiribati, St Kitts
and Nevis, St Vincent and The Grenadines, Seychelles and Vanuatu have
competed in a Bonspiel. For the record Gold was won by St Kitts and Nevis
with Silver and Bronze going to Antigua and Barbuda and Seychelles
respectively. Alex Smeaton, Glasgow won the ‘best’ dressed curler award
and although the ‘grass’ skirt did not impede his delivery it made sweeping
a little difficult! As I write there are no plans to move the Bonspiel venue to
any of the participating countries – but I live in hope!
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KINROSS CURLING
Guests from the Royal Caledonian Curling Club, the World
Curling Federation and sportscotland gathered at Kinross
Curling on 20 November to mark the official reopening of the
curling rink following a £1M upgrade.

The refurbishment of the facility, built in 1977 as an extension to the Green
Hotel, involved stripping the ice hall back to its steel frame, excavating the
floor and rebuilding it to modern standards. The walls and roof are now
insulated and a new ice plant, boilers and ducting for air and heating have
been installed. The building now meets the EU regulations on refrigerant
gas.
The work was completed between April and September 2014 and
was funded by sportscotland, Perth & Kinross Council, the World Curling
Federation, curlers and local bodies.
Bob Tait, Chairman of Kinross Curling Trust said: “The comprehensive
upgrade, completed on a tight timescale and to a tight budget, has secured
the future of indoor curling in Kinross. Enormous thanks are due to all of
the parties nationally and locally who have contributed to this magnificent
achievement.
“The key to securing external funding has been the contributions from
curlers and local bodies – around £400,000 in total through donations and
loans. We look forward to welcoming local, national and international
curlers to enjoy the high quality curling ice and hospitality in pleasant
surroundings”.
Colin Grahamslaw, Secretary General of the World Curling Federation,
mentioned that it was here that the rules of Wheelchair Curling were first
developed, and commented: “I am delighted that Kinross, with its special
place in the history of curling, is the first to receive a green loan from the
World Curling Federation.”

Report and photo courtesy of Eileen Thomas
Billy Howat (Vice President, RCCC), Cllr Joe Giacopazzi (Perth &
Kinross Council), Stewart Harris (Chief Executive, sportscotland), Colin
Grahamslaw (Secretary General, WCF) and Bob Tait (Chair, Kinross
Curling Trust) at the refurbished Kinross Curling rink.

Billy Howat, Vice President of RCCC, recounted memories of
playing in the Swiss tour ten years previously, and commented that
it was hard to believe it was the same place. He also referred to the
success of the Try Curling programme and praised Kinross Curling
for being “proactive and dynamic”.
Stewart Harris, Chief Executive of sportscotland, said: “It is great
to see the improvements that have been made here at the Kinross
Curling rink. The upgrade will enable clubs to provide more and
better opportunities for people to become involved in the sport
of curling at every level. We were delighted to make an award of
£400,000 towards the rink, which will not only provide a great
home for curling in the Kinross area, but a fantastic hub for the local
community for many years to come. Congratulations to everyone
involved in the project.”
Other guests at the event included representatives of other donor
organisations, the contractors and others involved in carrying out
the upgrade and local curlers who have contributed to the success
of the refurbishment through voluntary work.
For those wishing to experience the new facilities at Kinross
Curling, there are still places available on two weekend packages,
30 Jan - 1 feb and 6-8 March. (See separate advert in this publication
for more details.)

Next Issue...

Deadline for articles is

15th January 2014

Fill out the online form
on the RCCC website
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MURRAYFIELD CURLING
The Edinburgh International Senior Championships were held at
Murrayfield curling rink from 21st to 23rd November.

In the semi-finals, Mary Barr’s team, skipped by Wilma Brownlie, defeated Kate
Adams’ team. Meanwhile, Christine Cannon’s world champion team, Margaret
Richardson, Isobel Hannen and Paris Viry Cup veteran, Margaret Robertson beat
Barbara Watt’s team.
Team Cannon team failed to capitalise on some early chances to score big
ends, while Wilma played some inspired last stone “savers” to make Christine’s
job all the harder. Come the extra end and Christine was faced with an in-turn
draw to the four-foot to win the game. Sadly for her, her stone continued to run
straighter than planned and so her team had to content themselves with second
place. Wilma, Mary Barr, Pat McFarlane and Ena Stevenson (pictured) took home
the trophy that comes with the title.
So to the men. Looking at the semi-final match-ups, you could have been
looking at the Scottish Championship 1979 or so - Adam v Horton and Steele
v Brown! Ken Horton defeated Graeme Adam, while Norman Brown won in a
really tight game against Lockhart, thus setting up a Horton v Brown final.
Norman blanked the first three ends to keep the hammer – only to give up a
steal of one in the fourth end. Norman, with Hugh Aitken, Gordon Muirhead and
Robin Copland managed to score all-important twos in ends five and seven, to
Kenny’s single in six, so, in the final end, it was corner guard – rip, corner guard
– rip until Kenny buried one with his first stone. Norman was able to angle his
own counter onto Kenny’s shot with his last shot of the end and that was that. It
was a good tight game played in good spirit.
The Edinburgh International Curling Championship took place from 7th
to 9th November. When the dust had settled after the section games, it was
Edinburgh’s overseas visitors who had the bragging rights! Five of their number
had progressed through to the quarter-finals and Finland’s team Kiiskinen had
seen off the challenge of team Edwards. Home interest was maintained by two
young teams skipped by Kyle Smith and Stuart Taylor, and Tom Brewster with his
new young team. David Šik and his Czech team were just too strong for team
Smith. Team Brewster were defeated by Aku Kauste from Finland. Team Taylor,
had a convincing win against Team Kiiskinen, while Jaap van Dorp from the
Netherlands won against Tomi Rantamäki.
In the semi-finals Stuart Taylor failed in his bid to reach a first senior final to the
experienced David Šik. Aku Kauste, on an adjacent sheet, finished the challenge
of the young Dutch team. So the final was between two loyal supporters of the
event through the years.
The final was a tight game that could have gone either way. Eventually, it was
Aku Kauste, Kasper Hakunti, Pauli Jäämies and Janne Pitko who prevailed with
a score of 7-6 and in so doing recorded Finland’s first Curling Champions Tour
To read the full reports and to watch some of the games from victory. David Šik, Radek Boháč, Tomáš Paul and Milan Polívka will doubtless lick
the Edinburgh International Curling Championship which were their wounds but can be proud of their achievement – this was their first final in
webcast visit http://murrayfieldinternational.com/.
Edinburgh after six years of trying.

VACANCY: COACHING AND WORKFORCE
DEVELOPMENT OFFICER
The Royal Caledonian Curling Club (RCCC) has recently developed a new strategic plan that sets out its
aims and priorities for the next four years. A key component of this is to develop the workforce of coaches,
officials and volunteers that can help to deliver the aspirations of the sport.

The RCCC is seeking a person with competencies described in the job description and candidate specification document (below) that can lead
the development of coaches, officials and volunteers. This post holder will be a member of the development team of the RCCC. This post is funded
by sportscotland and will be part of their coaching network.

For more information go to the RCCC website.
To apply, send your CV with a covering letter outlining why you would be the right person for the job to: Bruce Crawford,
The Royal Caledonian Curling Club Cairnie House, Ingliston, Edinburgh, EH28 8NB 0131 333 3003
Salary: (£25,000 – £30,000)
Closing date for applications: Tuesday 6th January 2015
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INDOOR GRAND
MATCH RETURNS IN
2015 WITH MAJOR
SPONSOR
The Royal Caledonian Curling Club (RCCC) is pleased to
announce a new sponsorship deal with award winning
independent financial advisers, Alan Steel Asset Management
(ASAM), for its 2015 Indoor Grand Match.

The new sponsorship deal was welcomed by Alan Steel and RCCC
President David Henderson at the Scottish National Portrait Gallery
in Edinburgh where Charles Lee’s iconic painting ‘The Grand Match at
Linlithgow Loch’ (1849) is now on display following a successful restoration
campaign. Linlithgow hosted the second ever Grand Match in 1849 and
attracted around 6,000 spectators. The scene was forever immortalised in
Charles Lees’ famous painting so it is fitting that Linlithgow based ASAM
are set to continue this proud association with the sport of curling by
supporting the 2015 Indoor Grand Match.
Over 2000 curlers are expected to take part in the battle of North of
Scotland versus South of Scotland on 24th October 2015. The Indoor Grand
Match is a spin off event based on the traditional Grand Matches which are
held on a frozen loch when temperatures and ice conditions permit. The
indoor version was initiated in the year 2000 to celebrate the millennium
and due to its success has continued every five years since.

Alan Steel said “ASAM is delighted to be working with The Royal
Caledonian Curling Club as the main sponsor of the prestigious
Indoor Grand Match in 2015. As a firm we actively support sport
and sporting figures, including local Scottish golfing hero Stephen
Gallacher. This sponsorship opportunity is ideal as it ties into
our long-standing presence in Linlithgow from 1975, our 40th
anniversary in 2015 and the RCCC’s outstanding work in fundraising
for artist Charles Lees’ masterpiece.”
David Henderson, President of The Royal Caledonian Curling Club
added “Curling is a game enjoyed by thousands of people all over
Scotland and this event is a rare occasion when clubs meet to play
against each other in a friendly and sociable competition where
every shot counts in the great “north versus south” challenge. We
are delighted to be working with Alan Steel Asset Management to
make it a truly memorable occasion.”

LADIES TOUR
TO CANADA 2015
The first meeting of the 24 ladies selected to travel
to Canada in November 2015 took place on Monday
10 November at Lanarkshire Ice Rink in Hamilton.

Captain Margaret Richardson had done sterling work in her
preparation of the information presented to the tourist ladies.
Most of the tourists arrived early for a blether over soup and
sandwiches, the first stage of getting to know each other. At the
start of the meeting, all the tourists gave a short introduction
of themselves, with much hilarity. Of course, the meeting also
included some on-ice time, and each of the rinks played an
end of curling against each other. Afterwards, everyone got
together in their assigned groups to start discussing the tasks
allocated to them.

Alan Steel Asset Management Limited is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.
The Financial Conduct Authority does not regulate tax advice.

Pensions

Investments

Taxation

Great teams require great character
Alan Steel Asset Management knows that great teams require great
character. And though we haven't been around since 1843, we know
quality when we see it. That's why we're delighted to be celebrating our
40th anniversary in 2015 as the headline sponsor of the RCCC's Indoor
Grand Match.

Report and photo courtesy Ruth Addinall

If you'd like to speak to a member of our team, contact us on
01506 842 365 or email info@alansteel.com or visit www.alansteel.com
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INTERNATIONAL
REPRESENTATIVES
WANTED
The RCCC is entitled to have four
representatives at WCF meetings, these
individuals are appointed by and report to the RCCC’s Board
of Directors. The Chief Executive is a fixed appointment and
the other three representatives are appointed for an initial
period of 3 years.
The RCCC reps meet with the Chairman and President at the
International Relations Committee, 2 or 3 times per year, to discuss
international issues and how to represent the interests of Scottish
curling. They are also expected to be in touch with competitive curlers.
Expenses for attending overseas meetings are paid by RCCC with
support from UK Sport. The role includes: governing and representing
the international interests of the curling community, liaison with
the International Olympic Committee and International Paralympic
Committee, conducting World/European curling competitions,
formulating the rules and systems of play for WCF approved
competitions and promoting cooperation and mutual understanding
amongst Member Associations.

For more information go to the RCCC website.
To apply candidates should send a letter outlining their relevant skills
and experience to: Bruce Crawford by 12 noon on Tuesday 6th January
2015.

Curling Competition Weekend Packages
at The Green Hotel Golf & Leisure Resort
Running in conjunction with Kinross Curling
Join us for a fabulous weekend competition
packed with fun and plenty of socialising.
Your weekend package includes...
• A welcoming Cocktail Party & Dinner on Friday night
• Accommodation on Friday & Saturday nightin a double
or twin room
• Full Scottish breakfast on Saturday & Sunday morning
• Guarantee of 3 games on the ice over the weekend
• Dinner dance on Saturday night

Dates Available
Friday 30th Jan - Sunday 1st Feb 2015 SPACES
available
Friday 6th - Sunday 8th March 2015

SPACES
available

COST: Only £175 per person*
(*based on 2 sharing a double / twin room) £20 supplement (single
occupancy) Extend your stay with our special
accommodation rates - ask for details.

To book email reservations@green-hotel.com or call 01577 863 467
The Green Hotel Golf & Leisure Resort, 2 The Muirs, Kinross KY13 8AS
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SCOTTISH CURLING JUNIOR
MEN’S CHAMPIONSHIP
Qualifiers for the Scottish Curling Junior Men’s Championship took place at Dewars
Centre, Perth from 5-6 December to determine which junior men’s teams would compete
at the Scottish Curling Junior Championships in January.
The following teams in each group qualified:
Section A

Section B

Section C

TAYLOR
MOUAT
MCINTYRE

BRYCE		
WADDELL
SANDS		

BRYDONE
WHYTE
MCNAY

For full line score results and standings go to
Scottish Junior Men’s Championship

There are no junior women’s qualifiers for this event.

DOUBLE RINK CHAMPIONSHIP
16 teams took part in this year’s Double Rink Championship which was held at Stranraer Ice Rink from 5th to 7th December.

In the Semi-Finals, winners of the competition for the last three years running Musketeers negotiated their way to the Final after winning both of
their games against Currie and Balerno, while a draw and a win for Reform over Kilsyth was enough to see them through. Game 1 of the Final was
a close run affair with Musketeers narrowly edging out Reform 6-5, but a 6-3 win for Reform in game 2 saw them take the Musketeers title and the
2014 Double Rink Championship.

North West Castle
- Stranraer - Ice Rink -

We’re on the Button!

Full Board Mixed Curling Weekends from only £150 pp
Rate includes 2 nights DBB, 2 Buffet lunches and a min of 3 games of curling!
Available Dates for Season 2014- 2015
Black Bottle
10-12 January 2015
Glayva
24-26 January 2015
Grants FUll
31 January - 2 February 2015
Glenfiddich FUll
7-9 February 2015
Beefeater Gin FUll
14-16 February 2015
Tennent Caledonian
28 Feb - 2 March 2015
Teachers
7-9 March 2015

The McMillan Trophy - ice rink open
Wednesday 14th Jan – Final Friday 16th Jan 6.00pm
league and Knockout.

The lyburn Trophy - ladies open

Monday 9th Feb – Final Wednesday 11th Feb 1.30pm
league and Knockout.

Rate based on 2 people sharing a standard room.

BooK noW Tel: 01776 704413
email: hotel@northwestcastle.co.uk

December Issue Comps & Events
Dates for your Diary...

19-21 DEC

ASHAM UNDER 21 SLAM, LOCKERBIE
LOCKERBIE ICE RINK

19-21 DEC

DUMFRIES CHALLENGE SERIES
DUMFRIES ICE BOWL

28-29 DEC

ASHAM UNDER 17 SLAM, FORFAR
FORFAR INDOOR SPORTS
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Your new look Dates for
your Diary...
Simply click on the dates to
find out more information.

9-11 JAN

O.V.D SCOTTISH CURLING SENIOR MEN’S
CHAMPIONSHIP – QUALIFIER
FORFAR INDOOR SPORTS

10-11 JAN

SCOTTISH JUNIOR CURLING CLUB CHALLENGE
DIV 1 & 2, MURRAYFIELD CURLING

16-18 JAN

GLYNHILL LADIES INTERNATIONAL
BRAEHEAD CURLING

2-5 JAN

SCOTTISH CURLING MIXED DOUBLES
CHAMPIONSHIP, BRAEHEAD CURLING

3-8 JAN

EUROPEAN JUNIOR CURLING CHALLENGE,
PRAGUE, CZECH REPUBLIC

16-18 JAN

SCOTTISH CURLING MEN’S CHAMPIONSHIP
– QUALIFIERS, DUMFRIES ICE BOWL

8-11 JAN

MERCURE PERTH MASTERS
DEWARS CENTRE, PERTH

17 JAN

ASHAM UNDER 14 SLAM, STRANRAER
STRANRAER ICE RINK

8-11 JAN

WORLD FINANCIAL GROUP CONTINENTAL CUP
CALGARY, AB, CANADA

18-20 JAN

SWCA BRITISH WHEELCHAIR CURLING
OPEN, LANARKSHIRE ICE RINK

8-11 JAN

BERN LADIES CUP
BERN, SWITZERLAND

20-25 JAN

SCOTTISH CURLING JUNIOR CHAMPIONSHIPS

9-11 JAN

O.V.D SCOTTISH CURLING SENIOR MEN’S
CHAMPIONSHIP – QUALIFIER
AYR ICE RINK

23-25 JAN

GERMAN MASTERS
HAMBURG, GERMANY

SCOTTISH PROVINCE CHAMPIONSHIP
The Scottish Province Championship was held at Greenacres
Curling Rink from 14th to 16th November.

The 2014 Scottish Province Champions pictured L-R are;
Robin Niven (lead), Billy Howat (RCCC Vice President), Peter Smith
(skip) Alan Chalmers (second) and Graham Cormack (third)

After the round-robin, the top team from each of the 6 sections qualified
for the High Road Quarter Finals along with the highest two runners-up
in the group stages; Dunbartonshire and Dumfriesshire. Loch Leven met
Strathmore in the semi-final which was narrowly won by Strathmore with
a score of 5-3 whilst Central progressed to the final past Stewartry with a
convincing 8-3 win.
Strathmore’s team skipped by Pete Smith got a score of 3 in the first end
of the final after a couple of stones were poorly called by the Central team,
however the Central team fought back well, scoring 2 in the second end,
blanking the third, forcing Strathmore to just 1 shot in the fourth end and
then scoring 2 again in the fifth end to level the game. There was a guddle
of stones in play in the sixth end and with Strathmore lying 3 shots, Central’s
skip Lee McCleary attempted a tap up to the four foot which fell just short
and Strathmore took a 7-4 lead. Central only managed to take 1 shot in the
seventh end and conceded the game in the eighth end when they ran out
of stones.
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BRONZE FOR
SCOTLAND AT
EUROPEAN CURLING
CHAMPIONSHIPS
Scotland’s women - Eve Muirhead, Anna Sloan, Vicki Adams,
Sarah Reid, alternate Lauren Gray with coach David Hay - took
bronze at the 2014 Le Gruyère European Curling Championships
after defeating Denmark with a score of 8-4 in the bronze medal
game in Champéry, Switzerland on Friday 28th November.

After securing six wins from a possible nine games in the round-robin
stages, Scotland went on to face Denmark in the 3v4 Play-off game but
this proved to be a game too far for the Scots as they went down to an 8-3
loss in just eight ends. However Scotland got the chance to reverse their
fortunes when they met the Danes again in the bronze medal play-off, after
they lost 8-4 to Russia in the semi-finals.

Photo by WCF / Flannery Allison

All teams photos by WCF / Richard Gray

The Danes started with last stone advantage and scored one
point in the first end, but after that, it was virtually all Scotland. Eve
Muirhead’s team scored two in the second end to take the early lead
and then, in the fourth end, Muirhead played a good hit and stay to
score another two points and move into a 4-2 lead. The Danes could
only score a single point in the fifth end, meaning that Scotland went
into the break with a 4-3 lead. The Scots split the house early in the
sixth end to eventually leave Muirhead with a straightforward open
hit and stay for two more points. The Scots then stole a further two
points in the seventh end for an 8-3 lead. When Danish skip Lene
Nielsen came to play her final draw in the eighth, she was facing
four Scottish counters and although she made the draw to score
one, she immediately conceded, with the score at 8-4 to Scotland.
After the game Muirhead said, “Why could we have not played
like that all week? That was our best game by a long, long way. We
were solid out there and we didn’t do a lot wrong – that’s more like
Team Muirhead…we didn’t want to come back without a medal,
but you can’t win them all.”

For full reports of all Scotland’s games go to
European Curling Championships

Scotland’s men (David Edwards, John Penny, Scott Macleod,
Billy Morton, alternate Tom Brewster and coach Greig Henderson)
managed three victories from a possible nine in the round robin
stages, putting them in joint seventh place alongside Germany. The
two teams would now play a tie-breaker to determine which would
claim the final qualifying position at this event for next year’s Ford
Men’s World Curling Championship
Germany opened the game with a score of two points in the first
end, but the Scots fought back from that and eventually took the
lead with a score of one point in the fourth end, for 4-3. They then
stole another point in the sixth end and followed that up with a
steal of two in the seventh end for a 7-3 lead that put them in the
driving seat. Eventually, with the score at 8-5 in their favour, they
ran Germany out of stones in the tenth end and secured Scotland’s
place at the 2015 Ford World Men’s Curling Championship in Halifax,
Canada.
After this win, Edwards said, “we’re absolutely delighted. There
was pressure on us to secure Scotland’s world championship slot
and that’s as well as we’ve played all week. I think we’ve played
better than our position reflects. It’s a learning experience for my
guys.”
Tullis Russell are Official Team Sponsors of Scotland’s Men’s and
Women’s European Curling Teams.
108571 TR Curling A5 Advert FINAL.indd 1
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SKILL AWARDS CHALLENGE
The National Skill Awards Challenge took part at Braehead
Curling on Sunday 16th November.

Sixteen teams from all over Scotland took part. The top teams in the
sections, progressing to the Semi-Finals were Two Teams from Forfar, and
Two teams from Hamilton.
Two very close semi-finals saw Forfar 2 edge past Hamilton 3 by 4 shots to
3 and the other semi-final went to a draw shot after the teams finished on 4
shots each. Hamilton 2 skip James Hair managed to get his stone closer to
the button than Euan MacDiarmid, skipping the Forfar 1 team.
The final of the competition was played between Forfar 2 and Hamilton
2 and what a final it turned out to be. Forfar 2 opened up with a 3 in the
1st end but Hamilton 2 hit back immediately with a 1 and then a 2 against
the hammer to level the score at 3 shots each. The final end saw fantastic
Report by David Horne Photo’s by David Jones
shots being played by all players. It was looking good for Hamilton with
Pictured: Winners Forfar 2 (James Craik (skip) ,
only the skip stones to come, they had a couple of stones inside the 4ft and
Angus Redford, Ross Craik, Katy Kirk)
guarded. However Forfar 2, managed to open up the head slightly with their
first stone to give them a chance. Hamilton 2 played another stone into the
head and were still lying the shot and game. However, James Craik, Forfar with weight to tap back the Hamilton stone to pick up three shots
2 skip, did not waste any time and played his last shot right on the line and and win the game by 6 shots to 3.

NATIONAL MASTERS MEN’S CURLING
CHAMPIONSHIP QUALIFIERS
The National Masters Men’s Curling Championship Qualifiers took place at Greenacres Curling Rink from 18th to 20th
November.
There were 29 teams, split over six sections competing in the event, with the following top two teams in each section qualifying:

Section A:
JIM STEVENSON
BRYCE SMITH

Section B:
GAVIN HAMILTON
JACK STEVEN

Section C:
DOUGLAS SANDS
HAROLD HAGGART

Section D:
SANDY NELSON
DON RUTHERFORD

Section E:
BARTON HENDERSON
GRAEME ADAM

Section F:
STEWART ROBERTSON
DAVID SMITH

The National Masters Curling Championships will be held at Greenacres Curling Rink from the 5th to 8th March 2015.
There are no qualifiers for the women’s event.
n’s
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GREENACRES
The third of the Asham Under 17 Slam of the season, the
Baljaffray Trophy was held at Greenacres Curling Rink from
29th to 30th November. 24 teams participated in a day of
interesting and challenging games, played in the true spirit of
curling, ending in a wide variety of results.
The quarter final session provided exciting, riveting games, where scores
belied the superb standard of teams. On Sheet A Cormack v Al-Saffar, AlSaffar were 7 up when Cormack took a 6 in end 5. Al-Saffar’s skip played a
great raise with her last shot to win by 8 shots to 6.
Semi finals at 12 Noon were contested by High Road - Lockart/McNay,
and Drummond/Whyte and in Low Road - MacDiarmid / Al-Saffar and Kerr/
Keron.
Finalists were High Road McNay/Whyte and Low Road Kerr/MacDiarmid
In both games the seventh and eighth ends were not played and Whyte
and MacDiarmid emerged as victors.

Pictured: High Road winners
Ross Whyte, Callum Kinnear, Kerr Sands and Euan Kyle
Report by Joyce Tosh. Photo by Hugh Stewart.

For more photos of the winners go to the RCCC

website

