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CLUBS & RINKS

POINTE CLAIREY

In January 1957 a group of fi e Haymarket-based curlers on the Royal Caledonian
Curling Club Strathcona Cup tour arrived in Montreal airport and were immediately
transported under police escort to the Pointe Claire Curling Club, where the local
curlers had turned out in force to welcome their Scottish friends. So impressed were
Jock Waugh, Willie Wilson, Jimmy Alexander, Norman Todd and Bill MacNamara that
they left behind them one of their traditional Scottish hair brushes – then an oddity
in Canada and to this day, it sits proudly above the bar in the club.

When the team returned to Scotland after their ten-week tour of Canada, they decided on a more
permanent and ultimately memorable reminder of their time at Pointe Claire. They commissioned a
magnificent cup called the Guest’s Cup for the club, sent it over to Canada and left rules for a guest’s
competition in which the competitor teams each adopt the name of one of the clubs with which the
original tourists were associated - Watsonians, St Boswalls, Dalkeith, Duddingston, Merchiston and
Lasswade (originally Corstorphine).
In 1966, the members of Pointe Claire curling club reciprocated in kind by sending the Pointe
Claire Cup to Scotland for play between Scottish curlers who had visited their club. An annual
competition took place for many years but the competition fell by the wayside as the original team
passed away.

The competition was resurrected by members of the 2003 Centenary Tour to Canada and the cup has been competed for a number of times since then,
most memorably perhaps in 2007 when the then sole survivor of the 1957 tour, Bob Grierson as well as the late Willie Wilson’s wife were invited to Kelso ice
rink to celebrate the fiftieth anniversary of the tour where it all started.
Numbers have been swelled by the 2013 men and 2015 ladies tours so much so that 47 eligible curlers gathered at Murrayfield on 29th September for a
bonspiel, high tea and high jinks! A great day was had by one and all and Harry Waugh, son of Jock and 2013 tourist himself remarked that his father and
his team mates would not have believed that sixty years later, curlers were celebrating their tour and toasting their memory.
It is hoped that the competition will become an annual event in the calendar and, to that end, ice has already been booked at Hamilton for next year’s
bonspiel.

KILSYTH CURLING CLUB’S 300-YEAR ANNIVERSARY
In November 2016, Kilsyth Curling Club will celebrate its 300-year anniversary. Currently, the Club has thirty-eight playing
members and can trace its roots back to the Colzium Estate, near Kilsyth, where there was a curling pond and icehouse that date
from 1680.

To celebrate this momentous occasion, the members have organised a Bonspiel, which will take place at The Peak Sports Village, in Stirling, on the
25th November 2016. The Bonspiel will see forty-eight teams from all over Scotland compete against each other throughout the day. On Saturday 26th
November, the Club members, past and present, will celebrate with fellow curlers at a 300-year Anniversary Dinner, to be held at the Westerwood Hotel.
Tickets for the dinner are available from Norman Robertson at robertson1949@hotmail.co.uk
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RANKIN RISK SOLUTIONS
TO SPONSOR PERTH
SUPER LEAGUE
Perth Curling is delighted to announce a new three-year
deal with leading insurance specialists Rankin Risk Solutions to
sponsor the Perth Curling Super Leagues.

“

David Rankin, Partner, added,

“

“

Ewan MacDonald, Managing Partner of Rankin Risk Solutions parent company
MacDonald Group based in Inverness, said,

It’s a fantastic opportunity for us as a business to put
something back into our local sporting community, and I
wish the players all the very best in the forthcoming Super
League Games.

“

“

I am delighted and very grateful for Rankin Risk
Solutions support and sponsorship of Perth’s premier
curling league which continues to go from strength to
strength. Our association with Rankin Risk Solutions
is a perfect fit as a new and growing business based
in the City of Perth, they exhibit the same drive and
determination that many of our curlers have shown
over the years.

Curling has always played an important part in my life and
having been involved with Perth Curling Club for many
years, I am absolutely delighted to be able to offer support
to the Perth Super Leagues! This opportunity has come
at a great time for the Group, having recently expanded
our services to the Perth & Kinross area, we welcome the
increased exposure that this sponsorship will provide.

“

The Rankin Risk Solutions Super League is the most competitive club
league in Europe and is one of the oldest curling leagues in Scotland, the four
divisions attract in excess of 50 teams each year, with competitors coming
from all over the country. It provides a fantastic opportunity for juniors and
club curlers to play against some of the top curlers in the world including
World and European Champions along with Olympic Medallist Eve Muirhead.
Announcing the new deal, David Hay, Chairman of Perth Curling said,

The first Rankin Risk Solutions Super League games kick off on
Wednesday 26th October and run throughout the curling season,
culminating in March 2017.

Cruise from Greenock & Rosyth
with Fred. Olsen Cruise Lines
The RCCC have teamed up with award-winning Fred. Olsen Cruise Lines to give
you a very tempting 10% membership discount* on your first sailing with them
– and that’s on top of any current offers. Existing Fred. Olsen customers can
save 5%, in addition to their 5% Loyalty Club discount.

To book using your discount code RCCC10 call the RCCC booking hotline 0800 0355 108
to validate your membership, or visit www.fredolsencruises.com
*All bookings are subject to Fred. Olsen’s (FOCL) standard terms & conditions, available on our website & on request. All prices quoted under the RCCC members discount offer
are exclusive to qualifying members & their travelling companions only, members must quote their discount code at time of booking. Membership discounts cannot be applied
retrospectively. Bookings must be made via the booking hotline number 0800 0355 108. Proof of membership will be required at the time of booking. Offers cannot be extended to
any unrelated third party, are subject to availability & may be withdrawn or amended at any time without prior notice. From time to time FOCL may run special offers which cannot be
combined with this discount, including selected group travel deals. All guests booked under this scheme are requested to refrain from disclosing the fare paid whilst
on board. Offer is for first-time cruisers with Fred. Olsen only. Fred. Olsen Oceans members are entitled to a 5% RCCC discount subject to the same terms & conditions,
to be applied after the standard Oceans discount, where applicable. In this instance, Oceans Terms & Conditions apply. This offer expires on 31st May 2017. E&OE.
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ADULT CAMP 2016
Twenty eight participants from across Scotland were joined by a
participant from Norway and a returning participant from London
to this year’s RCCC Adult Camp at Stranraer Ice Rink and North West
Castle Hotel.

Sessions were tailored for the variety of ability levels which included some very
new curlers to some with many years of curling experience. Everyone had their
deliveries filmed, analysed and were given advice and time to practice. Strategy &
tactics, communication and sweeping topics were also covered with participants
being led by the coaching team of David Jones, Ena Stevenson, Alison Cunningham,
Lorna Rennie and Graham Sloan. A popular addition to this years camp was a series
of fun competitions producing a camp winner and it was ‘blue’ group coached by
Lorna Rennie who won with some great scoring in the camp hotshots challenge.

“

“

Excellent tuition, good feedback for my development
and encouragement – good fun – learned loads.

“

Magic – learned and enjoyed every moment.

Thanks to the North West Castle Hotel, Stranraer for once again hosting the camp
and providing superb hospitality. Thanks also to all the participants who judging by
the positive feedback we received had a great weekend!
The social element remains an important part within curling and this year’s group
of participants certainly enjoyed the inter-group competition & challenges as well
as the off-ice lessons and entertainment.
Next year’s camp dates will be announced in early 2017.

“

To view some photos from Adult Camp,
click here >>

INTRODUCTION TO WHEELCHAIR CURLING
On Friday 30th September The Royal Caledonian Curling Club was
welcomed by Stranraer Ice Rink and the North West Castle to deliver the
Introduction to Coaching Wheelchair Curling course to a number of their
current and new wheelchair coaches. The course was also well attended
by a number of coaches from Ayr Ice Rink and expertly delivered by
Michael McCredie (2006 Torino, Winter Paralympic Silver Medallist) and
Aileen Neilson (2014 Sochi, Winter Paralympic Bronze Medallist).

“

“

Following this course, when coaching wheelchair curlers
I will always aim to focus on the Ability rather than Disability.

All coaches had the opportunity to use a variety of equipment before playing short
games using wheelchairs. Everyone enjoyed the session and the overall feedback was
fantastic.

“

4

“

I had never been asked to coach a sport to wheelchair
athletes and at first this seemed to be quite a
daunting task, but after attending this course I feel
enthusiastic, better informed about the problems
faced by wheelchair curlers and about some of the
ways in which coaching can be made a fun and
enjoyable experience to all who attend sessions.
For a photo gallery from the course,
click here >>

ISSUE 42 | OCTOBER 2016 | ROYALCALEDONIANCURLINGCLUB.ORG | FEATURES

NEW
APPOINTMENT:
DEVELOPMENT
MANAGER

Tweet of the Month...

The RCCC are delighted to welcome Ailidh
Hood to the team as our new Development
Manager. Ailidh has a passion for sport and
in particular her own sport of basketball –
and is already looking forward to her first Try
Curling experience! Ailidh joins the RCCC from Scottish Hockey,
where she was Regional Development Manager for the East
Region, having previously worked for a sports charity based in
Glasgow.
Ailidh will be managing the Development Officer network, Local
Partnerships and the many RCCC development programmes including
Curling’s Cool, Skill Awards, Try Curling, Junior Summer Camps, Adult Curling
Weekends and Coaching Days. We very much look forward to working with
Ailidh over the coming months and years as she helps us to further develop
curling across Scotland.

“

“

I am very excited to be taking on my new role with
RCCC, I am looking forward to working with the clubs
and development groups across Scotland. It is a
very busy time to come on board with the European
Championships just around the corner and I am
excited to see some world class curling action!

For more like this, follow @teammurdoch

North West Castle
- Stranraer Ice Rink CLUB OUTING?

Curling Weekends

BUILD YOUR OWN CURLING PACKAGE!

from

Acommodation includes Dinner, Bed & Breakfast
and one on-ice session per night stayed.
1 night DBB
2 or more nights DBB
Single room supplement

Courvoisier FULL
Highland Spring
Curling Prints
Glayva
Grants
Glenfiddich FULL
Beefeater FULL
Tennent Caledonian
Teachers

Why not add in a little something extra?

BOOK NOW t:

£5.00
£6.00
£12.50
£15.00
£9.95
£3.00

01776 704 413 |

per person

FULL BOARD

Rate includes 2 Nights DBB, 2 Buffet Lunches
and a minimum of 3 games of curling!

£60.00
£50.00
£10.00

Additional ice costs (per session)
Snack lunch - soup, sandwich & tea or coffee
2 course lunch with tea or coffee
3 course lunch with tea or coffee
Afternoon tea (sandwiches, scones & a selection of cakes)
Afternoon cream tea - tea or coffe with scones

ONLY £150

e:

5 - 7 November 2016
26 - 28 November 2016
7 - 9 January 2017
14 - 16 January 2017
28 - 30 January 2017
4-6 February 2017
11 - 13 February 2017
25 - 27 February 2017
3 - 5 March 2017

hotel@northwestcastle.co.uk

Rate based on 2 people sharing a classic room
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COMPETITIONS &
EVENTS
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Your new look Dates for your Diary…
Simply click on the dates for more information.
28th – 30th October
SCOTTISH PROVINCE
CHAMPIONSHIP
Greenacres Curling Rink

T-N
OV

8th – 10th November
NATIONAL MASTERS CURLING
CHAMPIONSHIP – QUALIFIERS
Greenacres Curling Rink

28th – 30th October
PRAGUE JUNIOR CUP
Czech Republic

11th – 13th November
ZO WOMEN’S TOURNAMENT
Wetzikon, Switzerland

28th – 30th October
ASHAM UNDER 17 SLAM
– LANARKSHIRE
Lanarkshire Ice Rink

11th – 13th November
WORLD JUNIOR WOMEN’S
B PLAYDOWN
Braehead Curling

4th – 6th November
ASHAM UNDER 21 SLAM – INVERNESS
JUNIOR INTERNATIONAL
Inverness Ice Centre

11th – 13th November
FORFAR OPEN
Forfar Indoor Sports

4th – 11th November
WORLD WHEELCHAIR-B CURLING
CHAMPIONSHIP
Finland

11th – 13th November
SCOTTISH WHEELCHAIR PAIRS
CHAMPIONSHIP
Braehead Curling

4th – 6th November
EDINBURGH INTERNATIONAL
CURLING CHAMPIONSHIP
Murrayfield Curling

12th – 13th November
ASHAM UNDER 17 SLAM –
THE BALJAFFRAY TROPHY
Greenacres Curling Rink

DO YOU WANT TO BE PART OF THE NEXT YOUR CURLER?

Complete our online form by...

November 9 2016
th

Visit the RCCC website or click >>
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ASHAM UNDER 14 SLAM - FORFAR

On Sunday 9th October the first leg of the
Asham Under 14 Slam took place at Forfar
Curling Centre with 14 teams from all over
Scotland taking part. There were three sections, two of four
teams and one a section of six. Three round robin games were
played, each game being 4 ends to determine who would
progress through to the high and low road semi-final .

Gow got off to a good start with a score of 3 at the first end of the Low
Road Final. Maguire pegged them back with a 3 of their own and followed it
up with a steal of one in the third. This set up a tense finale. Gow managed
to get good stone placement early on in the end and Team Maguire were
unable to match it, leaving Gow with the two shots required before the last
stone was played, Gow 5 – Maguire 4
The two strongest teams of the competition faced each other in the final
of the high road. Team Gallacher were in no mood to hang around and
exerted a lot of pressure on Team Ryder early on. They scored a four at the
first and then proceeded to steal a further one in the second and a two in
the third to race to a 7 – 0 lead. With the games only being 4 ends Team
Ryder had had enough and handshakes were offered.
Team Gallacher are the winners of the RCCC Asham Under 14 Slam
at Forfar. Their team consisted of Hamish Gallacher, Scott Hyslop, Jack
Strawhorn and Jack Carrick playing out of Dumfries.
A big thank you to all the staff at Forfar Curling Centre who along with the
Forfar Young Curlers committee helped organise and run the event. Thanks
to Graham Lindsay and Alan Campbell who umpired the competition so
efficiently. It was great to see the future of our sport playing it in the correct
spirit and friendliness on and off the ice.

For more from the Asham Under 14 slam –
Forfar click here >>

ASHAM UNDER 21 SLAM
- KINROSS JUNIOR CLASSIC
The second Asham Under 21 Slam of the season, the Kinross
Junior Classic, took place on excellent ice at Kinross Curing from
Friday 30th September to Sunday 2nd October.

The junior women’s final was contested between Team Aitken (Karina
Aitken, Rebecca Morrison, Hailey Duff, Laura Barr) and Team McDonald (Amy
MacDonald, Ellie Hamilton, Amy Bryce, Layla Al-Saffar). After the halfway break
McDonald lead 3-2, however Aitken picked up a three in the sixth end. McDonald
fought back with crucial singles in the seventh and last end of normal play to tie
the game. In the extra, Aitken picked up the single she needed to take the title,
with the final score 6 -5.
In the junior men’s final Team Bryce (Cameron Bryce, Robin Brydone, Euan Kyle
Frazer Shaw) went head to head with Team Whyte (Ross Whyte, Callum Kinnear,
Ryan McCormack, Duncan McFadzean). A repeat of the 2015 final for the skips,
albeit with new team line ups. On excellent swinging ice, both teams played
some excellent shots. With the first two ends blanked, Whyte had a chance at the
third end for three but his raised take out was a fraction out and Bryce picked up
one. With ones being exchanged over the next four ends, Bryce took a 2-1 lead
into the last end. Going down to the last stone Whyte had a chance to force an
extra, needing a delicate tap to put his own stone in the one-foot circle. He was a
fraction heavy leaving Bryce with a two, a 4-1 win and the Kinross Junior Classic
title for the second year running.
The 3/4 games provided a full house of entertaining curling on the Sunday
afternoon. In the men’s event Team Barr ran out convincing winners, 11-6 over
Team McNay, helped by a five at the third end. In the women’s game Jackson
beat Davie 7-3, after losing to them in the round robin stages earlier in the
weekend.
Thanks to Dor Borthwick and Angela Wilcox for umpiring, Steven Kerr and his
ice team and all the RCCC time clock volunteers - keeping the event running on
schedule!

For more from the Kinross Junior Classic,
click here >>
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EUROPEAN PLAYDOWNS

Scotland’s top performance curlers faced each other in
competition from 12th – 16th October to determine the
nation’s representatives for the Le Gruyère AOP European
Curling Championships 2016 at Braehead, Renfrewshire next
month. Three men’s and two women’s teams took to the ice
at Dewars Centre, Perth for the European Playdowns, which
decided Team Scotland’s male and female curlers for the first
European Championships on home soil since Aberdeen in
2009.

Team Muirhead (Eve Muirhead, Anna Sloan, Vicki Adams and Lauren
Gray) secured their spot at the European Championships after three
consecutive wins over the only other women’s team taking part, Team
Fleming. Meanwhile there were three men’s teams taking part; Murdoch,
Brewster and Smith. Teams Murdoch and Brewster secured their places
in the finals when both teams finished the round robin on 3 wins, 1 loss.
It was a best of three final between the two men’s teams, however Team
Brewster (Tom Brewster, Glen Muirhead, Ross Paterson and Hammy
McMillan) managed to tie it up after two games, with a 7-2 win on Saturday
night, followed by a 9-5 win on Sunday morning.
The Le Gruyère AOP European Curling Championships take place at
Braehead, Renfrewshire, from 19-26 November. Tickets are now on sale
and available to buy from Ticketmaster or the intu Braehead Arena box
office. Tickets start from just £10 and are available in a range of options
including early or late sessions, all day tickets and tournament passes.
Team Scotland will join 26 other nations at the championships which
are set to be one of the biggest sporting events in Scotland this year. Don’t
miss the chance to see Europe’s biggest names in curling take to the ice at
intu Braehead Arena for a week of top flight sporting action.

For more information and to help you plan
your day visit the official event website >>

9
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WORLD MIXED CURLING CHAMPIONSHIP
Scotland claimed bronze at the first World Championship event of 2016/17, with a decisive 8-4 victory over Korea
at the World Mixed Curling Championship which took place in Kazan, Russia from 14th – 22nd October.

Thirty-seven Member Associations took part in the
World Mixed Curling Championship – including 2015
gold and silver medallist’s nations Norway and Sweden.
Scotland and Germany were the only teams to have no
change in line up since last year’s event.
Scotland’s team of Cameron Bryce, Katie Murray,
Bobby Lammie and Sophie Jackson started the
competition as part of group A, other teams in their section included
defending champion nation Norway, Italy, Japan, New Zealand, Belarus
and Romania. The Scots got through the group stages undefeated, and
met the USA in the final 16. After forcing a one in the first, and taking a
three in the second they kept the lead for the rest of the game, with the
USA blanking the fifth, sixth and seventh ends, and finally running out of
stones in the eighth end; final score 4-1 to Scotland.
Next up were the quarter-finals, where Scotland were matched against
Canada. It was a close game from the start, and after the seventh end the
score was 5-4 to Canada, but Scotland had the hammer. A two secured a
place in the semi-finals for Scotland, where they came up against Sweden.
This was to be the first and only defeat of Scotland’s campaign, when they
shook after seven ends with the score 8-2.
The team bounced back for the bronze medal game, although the first
half of the game wasn’t their best performance, they dominated in the
second half. A stolen two in the fifth was followed by forcing Korea to take
a one in the sixth. The Scots were limited to one in the seventh but a steal
of three in the eighth was a strong way to finish and left the end score at
8-4 to Scotland.

For line scores, photo gallery and more,
click here >>
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ASHAM UNDER 14 SLAM - STRANRAER

The second round of the Asham
U14 Slam took place on Sunday
23rd October at Stranraer Ice Rink
and at 9am 32 young curlers took to the ice.

The High Road semi-final saw Matthew McCrone’s
Stranraer 1 rink play off against Niall Ryder, after four ends
the result was 4-1 to the home rink. In the other semi-final
Robyn Munro’s rink had a convincing win with 7 shots
against the Stewart rink’s 2 shots, making it a home final
with both Stranraer rinks through.
The Low Road semi-final saw Hamish Gallagher’s rink
take a clean sweep with 6 shots against the young Hill rink.
REPORT: JIM RYDER
The second semi-final in the Low Road saw Gow win 8-1
PHOTOS : WINNERS TEAM MUNRO (LEFT) WITH GAIL MUNRO AND RUNNERS UP TEAM MCCRONE
against the Mcharg rink.
The Low Road Final saw Hamish take two against the
hammer in the first end, Hamish forced Gow to a one in the second end, Hamish took a four in the third end and with a blanked fourth end, Hamish won 6-1.
With it not only being a local Stranraer darby but also a family darby in the High Road final all eyes were on rink 2 where Robyn Munro with Robbie Lyon,
Finlay Aldred and Iona Irving took on the other Stranraer rink of Matthew McCrone, Kaleb Johnstone, Kerr Lyon and Thomas Hay.
Robyn, with the hammer in the first end, got off
to a great start with a three, Matthew fought back
with a two in the second end which gave Robyn the
hammer back which she took advantage of with a
one in the third end, with Robyn lying four shots to
Mathew’s two in the final end, Matthew required a
two to peel and go to a fifth end, however holding
her nerve Robyn waited and stole a one, giving
Robyn a 5-2 win.
With the presentations over it was Robyn
who thanked her rink for playing so well, the
sponsors Asham, her mum Gail Munro for the
good ice, McMillan Hotel staff for the food, her
opposition and everyone for coming to Stranraer
for the competition.

For more from the Asham Under
14 slam – Forfar click here >>

SCOTTISH CURLING
SENIOR MIXED
CHAMPIONSHIP
The Scottish Curling Senior Mixed Championship took place
at Stranraer Ice Rink 7th – 9th October, where Team Wilson
(pictured - Philip Wilson, Kate Adams, William Johnston and
Elspeth Johnston) took the title. The competition was played
with an entry of fi teen rinks, in three sections of fi e, with
the three teams who topped their sections, as well as the best
runner-up, playing in the final stage .

In the round robin sections the great majority of games were very
competitive and played in a good spirit as is usual in this competition.
The standard of curling was high as we have grown to expect. By Saturday
evening there were only two games which would not have influenced
the outcome of their section. The rinks involved opted not to play. This
allowed a later start and earlier finish on the Sunday, which was much
appreciated by all participants! These sections were tightly contested and
the finalists not determined until
almost all ends were completed.
The semi-finals took place at
2pm on Sunday; on sheet 2, Hardie
played Wilson. Wilson gained an
early advantage with a 3 in the first.
Hardie came back to level with a 2,
then 1, but Wilson managed a 4 in
end four. Hardie came back with
singles in the fifth and sixth ends,

10

but after Wilson got a 1 in the seventh they shook hands. On sheet 4 Prentice
and Horton swapped advantage to be 6 all at the seventh. Horton, with last
stone, took a 1 to qualify for the final.
In the final Wilson took an early lead, which he gradually extended until he
took a 4 in end five to lead by 8 shots to 2, when Horton (pictured left – Ken
Horton, Dot Moran, David Ramsay and Liz Horton) conceded.
RCCC President, Clive Thomson presided at the prize giving, thanking all
involved for contributing to the event and making it a success. He invited
Fiona Hardie to present the prizes on behalf of MacMillan Hotels. Philip replied
on behalf of his team praising them and his opponents, before thanking hotel
and ice staff for their excellent contribution to the weekend’s success.

Click here for more from Scottish Curling
Senior Mixed Championship >>

