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Lots of news from local clubs as the season draws to a close.
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We get an insight into the world of Student
Curling with a report from the Scottish Student
Sport Curling Championship.
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COMPETITIONS

Team Bryce retain their Scottish Mixed title while
lots of curling takes place both in Scotland and
further afield.
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STRANRAER WHEELCHAIR
CURLING CLUB RECEIVE
GRANT
Retiring MSP Aileen McLeod presented a cheque to the
Club for the sum of £1850.00 – it is a grant from Awards 4
All Scotland to the Stranraer Wheelchair Curling Club.

The grant is for the purchase of GTX cue/stick attachments to assist
disabled persons delivery. The cheque was presented to Brian Park,
President of Stranraer W/C Curling Club by Aileen McLeod on 25th
March.

Report: Brian Park

STRANRAER
JUNIOR EASTER
BONSPIEL
The Junior Easter Curling Bonspiel
was played at the North West Castle
Ice Rink between 29th and 31st
March, 2016. The competition was
organised by the Coaching and
Development Association and
was sponsored by Ayr Audi. The
competition is open to any junior
curler aged 17 years and under and
64 juniors registered and took part.

Report: Brian Park

At the first day of competition eight teams played three games of five ends under a modified Shenkell system and the top four teams qualified
to move on to the final stages on Thursday. The second day of competition saw a further eight teams play a similar system with the top four teams
progressing to the final day.
The eight finalists’ teams were skipped by Euan Kyle, Brendon Todd, Blair Haswell, Karlyn Lyon, Adam Cairnie, Andrew Gilmore, Callum McQuillan and
Lauren Smith.
In the final of three well contested games on the Thursday, Karlyn’s team held their lead finishing top of the table with 6 points to win the Easter
Bonspiel. Euan’s team also won to retain the second place position. Third and fourth places went to teams skipped by Blair Haswell and Adam Cairnie.
Ice Rink President Colin Dalrymple presided at the prize giving and thanked Ayr Audi for their generous support of the junior competition and introduced
Elizabeth Lyon, wife of Derek Lyon, Head of Business with Ayr Audi, who could not be present owing to business commitments. Colin explained that
without such support a competition such as the Junior Easter Bonspiel attracting 64 junior curlers would not take place
He congratulated Karlyn and her team on emerging as winners and Euan’s team as runners up. Karlyn said that she was pleased to have won the
trophy and thanked her team (Caitlin McClorey, Ben Kyle, Jasmine Gordon) for playing well over the two days. She also thanked Ayr Audi for their
sponsorship and all who had helped make the competition a success.

DUMFRIES
EIGHT ENDER
A young team of three brothers achieved
an eight ender in March at the Ice Bowl in
Dumfries. Struan Carson, Orrin Carson
and Logan Carson (pictured) managed to
score the eight ender during a Junior Club
Sweepers League Match.
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FIFE CLUB CELEBRATES
175 YEARS

Pitlessie Curling Club celebrated its 175th anniversary
with a bonspiel at Perth in February. The club hired all
eight sheets at the Dewars Centre and members and past
members were joined by fellow curlers from other Cupar
Province clubs.

Photo: Steve Moore. Report: Gary Moyes

Everyone was welcomed by Immediate Past President, Willie Finlay,
and then led on to the ice by a piper. The format for the afternoon saw
two Pitlessie members in each of the sixteen teams, with each team
playing two matches of three ends. This allowed for a very sociable
and relaxed playing session enjoyed by all. The winning team (shots up
overall) was skipped by Forret Curling Club President Bill Rollo, which
was particularly apt as Bill’s own father had won the same bonspiel 25
years ago when Pitlessie celebrated its 150th anniversary!

After drinks in the bar and a raffle draw, everyone sat down to an enjoyable dinner and speeches recalling the club’s history, characters from the past
and kindred clubs. Pitlessie President Angus Stenhouse was presented with a certificate from RCCC Past President’s Bill Duncan and Alistair McCabe,
recognising the club’s 175 year existence.
The club was formed in 1841 in the village of Pitlessie, near Cupar, and, to this day, curling still takes place on the club’s curling pond (winter permitting!).
Regular matches are played at Perth, Kinross and Kirkcaldy rinks and anyone wishing to join the club would be most welcome. Contact pitlessiecc@
outlook.com

43RD SCOTTISH POLICE CURLING CHAMPIONSHIP
The 43rd annual Scottish Police Curling Championship
took place at Hamilton Ice Rink from 15th to 17th March.
Officers and support staff gathered from all corners of
Scotland to participate in the annual curlfest.

After two and a half days of exciting and close fought encounters the
two finalists emerged.
Fife 1 took on Fife 2 for the Maclure Quaich. It was a game of two
halves. Fife 1, ably led by Liz Glennie surged into what looked like an
unassailable 8 – 0 lead, only for Jim Steele to calmly engineer a steady
fight back to lie only three behind after six ends, 8 – 5.
The seventh end saw Jim skilfully spread the head and lie two. In
attempting to protect his advantage Jim left a guard half a stone wide
of perfection. That chance saw Liz sneak her final shot past the guard to
out-count Jim’s well placed two counters for a single point and a 9 – 5
lead. The last end saw a clearing game by Fife 1 who successfully ran Fife 2 out of stones and handshakes were offered. Fife 1 (Kenny Wilson, Bill Linton,
Mike Nodes and Liz Glennie - pictured) defend their title and retain the McClure Quaich for the second year.
The Low Road final for the Gilchrist Stane saw Forth Valley 1 (Fiona McCallum, Ian McNeish, Steve Mitchell and Dougie Telfer) outscore Dumfries and
Galloway 2 by 10-5 after seven hard fought ends.

1911 CENTENARY BONSPIEL
The 1911 Centenery Bonspiel was initially organised
in 2011 by Wengen CC, who brought together four clubs
celebrating their centenary that year. The four clubs
taking part were Craigie Hill, Bearsden, Monifieth and
Wengen. The initial bonspiel was held on Sunday 27th
March 2011 at Dewars Centre in Perth, with two rinks per
club taking part.

We have continued the event each year since, playing for the
trophy which Wengen put up for the original game. This year the
bonspiel was won by Wengen Curling Club (pictured). The event has
been a great success, enjoyed by all taking part.
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DUMFRIES JUNIOR
INTERNATIONAL 2016
Dumfries Junior International held its 11th Annual Curling
Bonspiel, from Friday 8th to Sunday 10th April. This event is a
show piece for Dumfries Junior Curling and allows the teams to
enjoy an end of season tournament after a long hard season.

With the event starting on Friday 8th April teams were arriving from the
Thursday to get in some final practice at the Ice Bowl before play began
Friday morning. Twenty-six teams were competing for five different trophies
and the winners would rise to the top by Sunday evening. There is always
lots of local interest in the event with a great atmosphere around the Ice
Bowl, teams and spectators. The event is played in great spirit and with the
traditions of curling held to the highest of standards.
 	 The competitors were treated to a feast on Saturday Night followed by
some light entertainment before heading home to rest up for the Sunday
showdown. The teams put on a fantastic display of curling throughout the
event and the spectators were treated to a dramatic conclusion in the final
games.

Photos: Iain Jamieson

Ross Whyte held his nerve in the final against Team Joiner to win the
Dumfries Junior International 2016 playing a double peel on two guards
before drawing the button with his last stone, making Team Whyte (Ross
Whyte, Callum Kinnear, Ryan McCormack, Duncan McFadzean – pictured)
this year’s Globe Trophy winners. This season was Ross’s tenth appearance
at the Dumfries Junior International. Ross, aged 17, has now won the
event on three occasions as has his third player Callum Kinnear.
Graham Sloan the Local Curling Development Officer said “We organise
a lot of major events here at the Ice Bowl which takes a lot of time and
effort. There is a great bunch of people working behind the scene on a
voluntary capacity to make these events successful. These events bring
a lot of visitors to the area who stay for 3-4 nights which we hope helps
the local economy as well. It’s a great way to finish our season at Dumfries
Ice Bowl. We are fortunate to have such a strong healthy Junior Section
at Dumfries and this is where we believe the future of the sport lies. I
would like to thank all the voluntary coaches, all the parents, all the local
curling volunteers, who have contributed throughout the season. There is
a bright future and lots of talent coming through from the hard work and
dedication of all those supporting curling at the Ice Bowl”

Clubs, Teams, Rinks:
Volume discounts
& Rink supplies
Curling Shoes Prices in £ indicative
Tournament Eagle (for Beginners)
BP 400 3/16“ slider (also left)
BP 500 I slider from
BP Delux 1/4“ from
Goldline Quantum E
Goldline Quantum X
Asham Competitor 3/32”
Asham Slam
Olson Ole 3/32”
Olson Classic 1/4”

79,95€
139,95€
149,95€
259,95€
139,95 €
169,95€
139,95€
199,95€
129,95€
179,95€

55,97£
97,96£
104,97£
181,97£
97,96£
118,97£
97,96£
139,97£
90,93£
125,97£

69,95€
79,95€
99,95€
129,95€
139,95€
139,95€
14,95€

48,97£
55,97£
69,97£
90,93£
97,96£
97,96£
10,47£

Curling Brooms
Performance Fibreglass
Goldline Fibrelite
Ultima Carbon
Asham Carbon + TX Pad
BalancePlus Carbon + EQ Pad
Olson Vapor Isogrid + GR8 Pad
Pads from

 Fast! 3-5 working days standard to Scotland
 Save: EU VAT included in our great prices
 Huge: Asham, BalancePlus, Goldline, Olson, Tournament
Order online:

www.skeki.de/curling-supplies

Skeki GmbH—Fuggerstr. 35—D-10777 Berlin—Email: info@skeki.de (english)
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SCOTTISH STUDENT SPORT
CURLING CHAMPIONSHIP
The annual Scottish Student Sport Curling Championship
took place at Stranraer Ice Rink from the 1st to the 3rd April.
Four sections made up of four teams, followed by high and low
road knockout stages guaranteed every competitor at least
four games over the weekend. Teams from the Universities
of Dundee, Stirling, Heriot Watt, Edinburgh, Glasgow and
Strathclyde – as well as a mixed team of graduates – took part in
the event which saw Strathclyde 2 (Stuart Taylor, Robin McCall,
Gavin Barr and Jayne Stirling – pictured) defeat the graduate
team 8-1 in the final. Edinburgh 5 won the low road final by one
point in a game against Glasgow 2 that went down to the last
stone.

As always, it was a very social event, with students from across Scotland
coming together to enjoy a weekend of curling and entertainment,
including a quiz night on Friday followed by a successful race night on
Saturday. Funds raised at the race night were donated to Stranraer Young
Curlers.
On Saturday, Scottish Student Sport representative Leo Howes, the
Regional Sport Coordinator West, came along to find out a bit more about

student curling. The curlers were able to give him more information about
the sport in general, as well as how the different university clubs are run,
and he even got a chance to try throwing a few stones! Leo was pleased
to hear about the achievements of student curlers throughout the season,
with successes in the Indoor Grand Match, and at International level.
Many thanks have to be given both to Jayne, who organised the
Championship weekend and also the league which is played throughout
the year in Perth, and to North West Castle, who are always ready to look
after the students during the weekend.
If you are interested in Student Curling and want to find out more,
please contact RCCC Development Manager Fiona Kennedy, either by
phone 0131 333 3003, or email fiona@royalcaledoniancurlingclub.org

RCCC ACADEMY
WORKSHOP

Royal Caledonian Curling Club Academy
athletes had the opportunity to attend
a Sweeping and Physical Preparation
workshop in the evening on Friday 22nd
April at Kinross.

Fifteen athletes engaged themselves in a very
informative evening led by Tony Zummack (Head
of Coaching, British Curling) and Dave Leith
(Strength and Conditioning Coach, British Curling.)
After an hour of theory and discussion around
sweeping technique, synthetic and hair brooms
& how to prepare to be the best sweeper athletes
took to the ice to practice their technique and take
part in various drills.
Further workshops are currently being planned
for the 2016-2017 season and will be available to
teams who have a member within Academy.
Many thanks to Tony and Dave for sharing their
expertise with Academy.

Report: Barbara McFarlane
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Your new look Dates for your Diary…
THE LADIES’ BRANCH OF THE ROYAL CALEDONIAN CURLING CLUB
WILL HOLD ITS 56TH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AT DEAN PARK
HOTEL, KIRKCALDY ON TUESDAY 10 MAY 2016.

Dates for your
Diary

THE ROYAL CALEDONIAN CURLING CLUB WILL HOLD ITS 178TH ANNUAL
GENERAL MEETING AT BRAEHEAD CURLING RINK, GLASGOW
ON SATURDAY 18 JUNE 2016 AT 2PM.

PLAYERS CHAMPIONSHIP

The Players Championship – the fourth and final major
on the Pinty’s Grand Slam of Curling – took place in
Toronto, Canada from the 12th – 16th April. Teams are
invited to take part in the Players Championship based
on the World Curling Tour’s year-to-date order of merit
(OOM) ranking system.

Two Scottish teams took part; Team Murdoch in the men’s section
and Team Muirhead in the women’s. Team Muirhead were returning
to defend their title without third player Anna Sloan who was unable
to compete due to injury. Instead they had Cathy Overton-Clapham,
a Canadian curler who had already won the Players Championship
three times, while playing third to Jennifer Jones in 2006, 2007 and
2009.
David Murdoch’s team of Greg Drummond, Scott Andrews and
Michael Goodfellow made it to the quarterfinals after winning three
of their five round robin games. They then managed to progress
to the semifinals of a Pinty’s GSOC event for the first time with a
convincing 8-2 victory over Glenn Howard. Skip David Murdoch
commented “The quarters have always been the stumbling block at
the Slams. It’s been a goal for us to make the semi-finals. We’ve had
plenty of opportunities in the quarterfinals this year and never quite
took them.” Unfortunately the Scottish men were knocked out of the
competition in the semi-finals by eventual winner Brad Gushue.

Photo: Anil Mungal

The women made it through the round robin with just one loss, then beat
Erika Brown’s rink 12-4 in seven ends in the quarter-finals. Another decisive
win in the semi-finals against Silvana Tirinzoni – 7-2 in six ends – saw the team
secure their place in the final, where they met Canadian Jennifer Jones. It was
almost a disaster to start for Team Muirhead as the defending champions
opened with the hammer but their skip had to bail them out making a clutch
draw to the button with Jones sitting four counters in the house plus two
guards above the house. After that Muirhead managed to control much of the
game, coming away with a 9-6 win and her third Player’s Championship title
in four years.

LATVIAN MIXED DOUBLES
Bruce Mouat and Gina Aitken (pictured) won the 7th
Latvian Mixed Doubles Cup, which they competed in
from 31st March – 3rd April. This event was actually so
popular that this was the second time it was held in two
weeks. The previous weekend Scottish pair Judith and
Lee McCleary took part and came in third place.

This was the last Mixed Doubles event before the World
Championships, so national teams from Switzerland, Russia, China,
Latvia, Germany, New Zealand, Lithuania and Netherlands were
using this as final preparation. Sixteen teams were split into four
sections of four. The Scottish duo qualified top of their section by
beating the Swiss and Latvian teams, and this led into three further
qualification games. Here they played the Russian National team of
Bryzgalova/Krushelnitskiy coming back from 5-1 down but losing
7-6.
The final two matches were against China 1 and China 2. Against
Wang/Ba, a tap-back by Aitken for a five at the second end gave
Mouat/Aitken control and they ran out winners 8-6. The final
qualification game was against Yu/Xu. The Chinese started strongly
and stole two singles, but in the third end two great tap ups from
Mouat set up a score of 3. Further steals in ends four and five gave
the Scottish team control and when they scored 2 from their Power
Play in the seventh, they went on to win 7-3 and earn a place in the
final.

Report: David Aitken

The final was a rematch with the Russian National team. This time Aitken/
Mouat started strongly forcing a 1 then taking a 2. At the third a perfect
freeze to the one foot by Mouat followed by an accurate guard by Aitken
gave the team a steal of 1. Excellent play in the fourth by both players piled
the pressure on the Russian pair and forced an error with Krushelnitskiy’s last
stone for a big steal of 4.   The Russians called a power play at the fifth and
were lying well until Aitken played a great freeze which resulted in another
steal. The Russians conceded after six ends with the score 8-2. China beat
Germany in the 3rd/4th play off.
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WORLD MEN’S CURLING CHAMPIONSHIP
Scotland were represented at the World Men’s Curling
Championship in Basel, Switzerland between Saturday 2nd
and Sunday 10th April by Team Brewster (Tom Brewster,
Glen Muirhead, Ross Patterson, Hammy McMillan, Alternate
Scott Andrews and Coach Mike Harris) after they won the
Go Coco Scottish Curling Men’s Championship in Perth in
February.

Scotland had a tough week, finishing in seventh place on five wins
from a possible eleven. There were a lot of closely fought games which
came down to the last stone – Scotland played four games which went
to an extra end over the championship.
The Scots got off to a good start on the first day, with a 9-3 win
over Korea, which they followed up that evening with a 6-3 win over
2015 silver medallists Norway. However it went downhill from there
and they lost their next five games. Several were just by a point or two
which only served to rub salt in the wound, with Tom stating “I don’t
know what we need to do to get a win” after their extra end loss to
USA in a game that saw him play one of the candidates for shot of the
Championship.
The Scotland team bounced back with two strong wins over Finland
– end score 7-3 – and Germany final score 7-6. Unfortunately it looked
to be too late in the championship, with results elsewhere making
Scotland’s tie-breaker prospects look even more remote than they had
been.
A loss to Denmark in the penultimate round robin game put an end
to any tie-breaker hopes, however they managed to finish on a win,
beating 2015 European Champions Sweden 6-4. Afterwards, Brewster
said, “it’s nice to finish on a win and it’s good for Olympic points But it’s
what could have been, I think. The guys have played great and we’ve
learned a lot – I’ve learnt a lot and they’ve learnt a lot. Mike our coach
was saying that last night…there’s a lot of great things there and if we
take that experience and move on we can only be a stronger team next
season.”
Speaking specifically about his last game, he added, “it’s always great
to beat a world champion but we went in there not even thinking
about them being world champions but thinking about them being
the great team that they are, and knowing that it’s always a tough
game against them. It’s brilliant to finish on a win.”
Canada were crowned World Men’s Champions after a 5-3 victory
against Denmark in the final. The USA were awarded bronze after
overcoming Japan 8-6.

Photos: © WCF / Richard Gray

FOR MORE FROM THE WMCC,
CLICK HERE

NEWCOMERS TROPHY
Seventy-two young curlers competed for the very
successful Newcomers Trophy on Sunday 3rd April at
Greenacres Curling Rink. The competition is open to
curlers aged 16 or under and targeted at those in their
first or second season of curling.

Although everyone taking part in the competition enters on an
individual basis, participants are grouped together in teams so that
they can meet new people and form friendships.
The final was a very close game and came down the last stone
where Lucy Blair (Greenacres) and her team Ollie McLellan (Dumfries),
Rory Dodds (Stranraer), Ellie McCleary (Kinross) missed a raise
take out. The winning team of skip Fraser McDonald (Waterfront),
Robyn Mitchell (Greenacres), Stuart Robson (Lockerbie), Oliver
Moore (Hamilton) look the title. The winning team are pictured
being presented with the trophy by RCCC Ladies Vice President Jan
Howard.
A very big thank you to all who competed in the event, including
coaches, parents, volunteers and of course, the staff and ice men at
Greenacres Curling Club for making the 2016 competition such a
success, as well as our umpires John McGowan and Jimmy Lochridge.

FOR MORE FROM THE NEWCOMERS TROPHY,
CLICK HERE
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NATIONAL VIRTUAL CLUB CHALLENGE
The 2016 National Virtual Club Challenge, sponsored
by Kays of Scotland, took place on Saturday 2nd April at
intu Braehead. Teams came from all over Scotland with 16 of
the 18 virtual clubs represented in a wonderful competition
between 119 enthusiastic curlers in 28 teams.

The teams each played three games of four ends, in two sections.
The results gave a ranking list for each section based on points, ends,
shots up and total shots scored. The last two sessions of the day saw the
teams from each section on the same ranking playing each other.
The penultimate session saw teams ranked 8-14 face opponents from
the other section. In the final session the top 7 teams from both sections
faced each other in the climax of the day. The top teams, Stirling 1 (John
Glass, Norman Ainslie, Iona Paterson, Laura Lee, Bob Sherrard – pictured)
faced Forfar (Ian Brown, Peter Fiabane, Adrian Dewar, Anna Fiabane,
Pauline Cameron). Stirling won the coin toss for hammer in the first end
and led from the start by taking a 1 in the first end. The second end saw
a lot of stones in play and Stirling stole another 1. The third end saw noted the high standard of play across all of the rinks and the friendship
Stirling increase their lead with a steal of three and the final end saw between teams and players, a good future for Scottish Curling.
another steal of one to finish victorious with the final score 6-0.
Particular thanks go to the staff at intu Braehead Curling Rink, and chief
The day was a great success with many competing away from their umpire Colin Melrose who was assisted by Stewart Sutherland.
home ice rink for the first time. Bobby Corbett gave a vote of thanks,
FOR MORE FROM THE NATIONAL VIRTUAL
presented the trophy and prizes to winners and runners up. Bobby
CLUB CHALLENGE, CLICK HERE

SCOTTISH CURLING MIXED CHAMPIONSHIP
Team C Bryce (pictured) are Scottish Curling Mixed
Champions for the second year running. Cameron Bryce’s
team of Katie Murray, Bobby Lammie and Sophie Jackson
took part in the Championship at Curl Aberdeen from
8th – 10th April alongside six other mixed Scottish teams.

The last round robin session took place on Sunday morning,
with two teams on four wins and one on three – making the results
from the final session important in determining if there would be
a tie-breaker for the second place in the final. The final draw from
the round robin saw a previously undefeated Team Fraser (Duncan
Menzies, Rowena Kerr, Blair Fraser, Abi Brown) lose to Cameron
Bryce’s rink, final score 9-7, however due to their previous results
they had already been guaranteed a spot in the final. The results
from the session left two teams finishing on five wins and one loss,
while a further two (Team Mouat and Team Waddell) finished on four
wins and two losses, eliminating the need for a tie-breaker game.
The final was a rematch of the final round robin session. Team
Fraser had a strong start, stealing a one in the first and forcing one
in the second. However Team Bryce came back fighting, scoring
in four consecutive ends, with the score 7-1 after five ends. Team
Fraser looked like they might manage a come-back after scoring
three in the sixth, but then Bryce matched that in the seventh and
handshakes were offered with the final score 10-4.

FOR MORE FROM THE SCOTTISH MIXED,
CLICK HERE

CITY OF PERTH LADIES INTERNATIONAL
Eve Muirhead’s team won the inaugural City of Perth
Ladies International after a victorious final against
Switzerland’s Tirinzoni, end score 5-4.

The City of Perth Ladies International was a newly introduced
Curling Champions Tour event this season and was held 31st March –
3rd April at Dewars Centre, Perth. It was organised by the same team
who run the Mercure City of Perth Masters. Teams from Switzerland,
Russia, Germany, Canada, England, Sweden, Japan and Norway all
took part.
Seven of the eight quarter finalists were in the top 21 world
rankings and the eighth team was Team Dreindl, who represented
Germany at the World Women’s Curling Championship the week
before. Despite losing third Anna Sloan to injury, Team Muirhead
managed to make it through the competition undefeated, after
drafting in Chelsea Duncan to sub for their first game and Mairi
Milne for all thereafter.

Photo: Tom Brydone
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LADIES ONE DAY BONSPIEL
On Sunday 10th March 2016 the inaugural Ladies
One Day Bonspiel competition took place at Kinross
Curling. The teams played in a new ‘unders and overs’
format; a team comprising two curlers with under 5 years
experience and two with over 5 years experience. The
format and scoring was worked out by Fiona Hardie and
her committee.

Sixteen teams enjoyed a day of curling at Kinross. The format of
two sections playing 5 end games alternatively worked well and and
the scoring system kept everyone in with a chance until the end of
the competition.
In section A Team Drysdale and Team Kinnear had two wins, same
ends but Team Drysdale were top of the table with a lead of shots
up. In Section B Team White were clear winners -the only team with
two wins.
Team Drysdale (Maggie Scott, Liz Glennie, Jane Drysdale and
Lesley Johnston- pictured with trophy) were the overall winners
with more shots up than Team White (Margaret White, Pat Galloway,
Janice Sutherland and Karen McCreath) were runners up. A close
finish.
Winners and Runners up were presented with prizes by Caroline
Liddle, generous sponsor from The Shop at the Green Hotel, the

Report and photos: Marion Fraser

winners were also presented with the Unders and Overs Trophy by Ann Gibb.
When Ann Gibb and Brenda McIntyre from Inverness won the first Unders and
Overs competition with their daughters they realised there was no trophy,
subsequently they donated a lovely quaich.
Thanks to Kaye Paterson and Graham Lindsay for giving up their Sunday to
supervise the games and keep the scores. Thank you also to all the personnel
at Kinross Curling for a venue which was excellent for this bonspiel - a good
day enjoyed by all.
FOR MORE, CLICK HERE

North West Castle
- Stranraer Ice Rink -

Curling Weekends

CLUB OUTING?

ONLY £150 per person FULL BOARD
Rate includes 2 Nights DBB, 2 Buffet Lunches
and a minimum of 3 games of curling!

BUILD YOUR OWN CURLING PACKAGE!

from

Acommodation includes Dinner, Bed & Breakfast
and one on-ice session per night stayed.
1 night DBB
2 or more nights DBB
Single room supplement

BOOK NOW FOR THE 2016-17 SEASON

Famous Grouse
Alliance Wine
Courvoisier
Highland Spring
Prize Weekend
Curling Prints
Glayva
Grants
Glenfiddich
Beefeater
Tennents Caledonian
Teachers

£60.00
£50.00
£10.00

Why not add in a little something extra?
Additional ice costs (per session)
Snack lunch - soup, sandwich & tea or coffee
2 course lunch with tea or coffee
3 course lunch with tea or coffee
Afternoon tea (sandwiches, scones & a selection of cakes)
Afternoon cream tea - tea or coffe with scones

BOOK NOW t:

£5.00
£6.00
£12.50
£15.00
£9.95
£3.00

01776 704 413 |

e:

14 - 16 October 2016
28 - 30 October 2016
4 - 6 November 2016
25 - 27 November 2016
7-9 January 2017
14-16 January 2017
21-23 January 2017
28-30 January 2017
4-6 February 2017
11-13 February 2017
25-27 February 2017
4-6 March 2017

hotel@northwestcastle.co.uk

Rate based on 2 people sharing a classic room
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EUROPEAN MASTERS
The final Curling Champions Tour event, the European
Masters, took place in St Gallen, Swizterland, from
Wednesday 20th – Saturday 23rd April. Four Scottish
teams took part, Team Muirhead in the women’s event,
and Team Murdoch, Team Brewster and Team Smith in the
men’s.

Unfortunately for Team Brewster, although they were tied with
two other teams in third place after the round robin, their DSC put
them out of contention. Team Smith made it as far as the bronze
medal game, but were inched out of a place on the podium by Swiss
Team Keller.
In the women’s final, Muirhead took on Switzerland’s Feltscher, a
two-time World Champion. Unfortunately for Team Muirhead, they
were not able to retain their title as they went down 6-5 in a tight
game.
In the final of the men’s section Team Murdoch came up against
European Champions, Swedish Team Edin. A strong performance
from the Scots saw them defeat the Swedish national team 6-3,
which not only resulted in them winning the European Masters in
St. Gallen, but also the Curling Championship Tour 2015/16.

FOR MORE FROM THE EUROPEAN
MASTERS, CLICK HERE
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WORLD MIXED DOUBLES CURLING CHAMPIONSHIP
Scotland were represented at the World
Mixed Doubles Curling Championship
in Karlstad, Sweden, between Saturday
16th and Sunday 23rd April by Gina
Aitken, Bruce Mouat and coach David
Aitken after they won the Scottish
Curling Mixed Doubles Championship in
Braehead in December.

It was the ninth edition of this event, and
the first to take place since Mixed Doubles
was confirmed as a new discipline on the
programme of the 2018 Olympic Winter Games
in Pyeongchang. This was the first time that
Olympic qualifying points were on offer for the
2018 Olympics, which helped inspire a new
record total of 42 teams to take part. Teams from
Asia, Australasia, Europe, North America and
South America, and including newcomers at
this level Israel and Qatar, all took part, hoping
to place in the top twelve, and therefore receive
the all-important qualifying points.
Scotland finished the round robin on four wins
and two loses, meaning a tiebreaker against the
Czechs, who had previously beaten them 8-2 –
this time Scotland emerged as winner, with the
final score 6-5. Scotland then faced reigning
World Champions Hungary in the final 16. In the
sixth end, Aitken played a double take-out which
left Hungary having to draw for just one shot
and in the seventh, Aitken played a hit and stay
to score two and level the score at 5-5. As the
eighth end developed both teams had stones
around the button, with Scotland lying shot, and
when Hungary’s Zsolt Kiss was wide with his last
draw, the Scots stole one for 6-5 and moved onto
the quarter-finals.
Another win in the quarter-finals against Canada
– end score 6-5 – guaranteed them a top four
finish, but after a tough 7-5 loss to China the
only medal left available to them was the bronze
– and they would have to beat the USA to get it.
The Americans opened the scoring with a single
shot in the first end, and things looked good for
the Scots when they scored three shots in the
second end. But after this, USA took four from
the third end and followed that up with a steal of
two in the fourth for a 7-3 half-time lead.
The Scots responded with a three in the fifth
end, but could not get back onto terms, and
eventually a strike by Aitken in the eighth end
could not dislodge a USA stone on the button
and they stole one more for their 9-7 win.

FOR MORE FROM THE
WORLD MIXED DOUBLES,
CLICK HERE

Photos: © WCF/Richard Gray and ©WCF/Hamish Irvine
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WORLD SENIOR CURLING CHAMPIONSHIPS
The World Senior Curling Championship took place in
Karlstad, Sweden between Friday 15th and Saturday 23rd
April by Team Muirhead (Gordon Muirhead, Norman Brown,
David Hay and Hugh Aitken) and Team Lockhart (Jackie
Lockhart, Christine Cannon, Isobel Hannan and Margaret
Richardson and alternate Margaret Robertson) after the
teams won the men’s and women’s titles at the Go Coco
Scottish Curling Senior Championships in Lockerbie in
February.

The Scottish Men qualified from their section after winning all but
one of their games. Unfortunately they Scotland went down on the last
stone by 3-4 to Canada to exit the Championship at the quarter-final
stage after a hard-fought game. Afterwards, a disappointed Gordon
Muirhead said, “I think if we’d played any other team we’d have beaten
them, they’re the best team here. But that’s the way it goes. We’ve
enjoyed the campaign because the boys have been great” He also
explained, “my last stone picked up at the hog-line, but that’s just the
way it goes.” Canada went on to win silver, while Sweden took gold and
Ireland took the bronze.
Things looked brighter for the women, who progressed through the
entire championship unbeaten – the final saw the Scots blank the first
three ends before scoring two in the fourth for a half-time lead. But
they let Germany get back into the game with a score of two in the fifth
end to level the game at 2-.2. In the sixth Lockhart was short with her
final draw to give Germany a steal of one and the lead – at 3-2 – for the
only time in the game.
In the seventh end Lockhart’s hit did not stay as she had planned, but
the Scots still managed to score two from the end to take the lead back.
In the eighth end, Lockhart took out a German front biter with her last
stone, which left Germany’s Andrea Schoepp to play a simple draw for
the one short that took the game into an extra end.
In the extra end, Scotland’s third Christine Cannon cleared out a
German stone near the button, and this eventually left Lockhart with a
draw for one shot, the win, and the title.
Afterwards, she said, “I’m so excited and it’s fantastic! That was a
tough game. Everybody played really well in the first half and then
they picked up a two.”   About the extra end, she added, “I’m glad she
left me a shot. I’m chuffed to bits, chuffed to bits.” In the bronze medal
game Sweden beat England 10-5.

Photos: ©WCF/Céline Stucki

FOR MORE FROM THE WSCC, CLICK HERE

